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MEMOIRS OF MRS. CAMPBELL. 


(Continued from page 159.) 
- ; ‘ 

May 25th: Being the Lord’s day I was 
made to rest in the Lord’s love, in a more 
soul-satisfying manner than I had a‘tained 

’ } a a 
to for several months past. For it p:easea 


de se 


the Lord to exercise me wilh rtion, 

. i ee 

much occasioned by my slothfulness and sins 
7 . . . = . . - ‘ as - } ool 

of omission. and thenin my outware con- 


dition | was trysted, (visited, or 


met, ) 
with many things that seemed to contradict 
promises, | was once made to take hold of, & 
some things I did, and intended to do, which 
to me, il 


the Lord discovered to be his will, 
in the doing of which | met with disappoint- 


} 
: ‘ 
ments, and inwhet I intended to do accord- 


ing to the will ef God, ] met with much 
opposition. By these my spirit was much 
broken and my expect tions very low. Yet 
on that day, ‘the Lord did in a 
ure show me my blessedness in Christ Jesus, 
first, by letting me see the blessed effects of 
the gospel on me, in being to me the pow- 


- ¢ mane 
vreal Mease- 


er of God unto Salvation; my experience did 
fill my mouth with arcuments, to prove that 
the scriptures are the word of God, and that 
it was the spirit of God, and not my own spit- 
it, that had applied the word to my soul. By 
the virtue of it, sin is killed, the enmity a- 
gainst God taken away, the saving knowl- 
edge of God given, and the knowledge of 
ourselves, what we have been, what we 
are, and what we shall be, and what our du- 
ty is at all times. Andwhen the spirit of 
God applies this word, it has divine power, 


light and love. going along with it to the 


soul, working blessed effects there, turning 
the soul from rkness to light, from Satan 
unto Ged, causing the rebellious will to be- 
come an ol t subject. and the pr idand 
lofty to be ie . k 1 Jowly. and 
the lover oi E 1 vecome the ver oj 
Christ. ha r ¥ ¢ reised j all, resting 
in Christ, cot rj ’ ver of 


his fullness, with and by the word 

When the Lord cleared up to me my 
justification, in some measure, by his work in 
my soul, then my blessedness in Jesus 


Vou. rx. 


Christ was holden out to mein many prom- 


ises made to believers in the scriptures. — 
My soul was ravished with the love of 
Christ. I found myself blessed in him, who 
had chosen me, & in him, whom I had cho- 


sen as the portion of my soul. 


n His love 
valent that | 


was so pI could love no other 
but whom his love did move me to. [ 


found myself Christ’s captive, and that wa 


my freedom, my joy, and my glory, and ae 
} could, 1 bound myself, and allthat eers 
should be mine, to be his bond servants.— 


I wept and mace supplication, that he would 
make me for his glory. And I remember- 
ed how that had been my desire, these two 
years by cone, ever since the Lord had 
manifested his loving kindness to me, and 
yet I was anempty vine. I remember how 
ear iestly and how frequently that year, I 
was in Dipple, I desired work todo for God, 
and opportunity to vent his goodness, and 
he for use to his peo} le. And this last year 
i got my desire; the Lerd did call me out of 
Dipple, contrary to what once I intended 


ore } } . Tail , 
and had chosen my lot 


for me to be in El- 
gin for a year, where the Lord pointed out 
work for me to do for him. And there I 
. ’ M 

had opportunity to declare the goodness of 
God, and to sympathize with, and be of use 
to some of the people of God. And yet I 

a Lay ; } 

neglected acd was slothful in doing what 
work the Lord gave me to do; and] had no 
pow er to praise God, and was stil] straiten- 
ed when I was in the company of the fear- 
ers of God in that place, and very seldom 
got power to be exercised in prayer with 
Zion’s matters. Lhere the Lord opened 


up to me, that I had reiied too much on my 
own strength, and did not fear the want of 
abilitv, if l had opportunity, seeing the Lord 
had given me a vii, and my Gesion wags 
right, anu that if a should honor God in time 
coming, my boasting s | be exclu- 
ded. 

Then on this Lord’s cay I was helped 
to seek to clo ify God, when in a marriage 
stale. Whilel was thus exercised, the 
Lord did hold forth two duties to me, the 


one was to show forth his praise, 


13 


who had 
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called me from darkness into his nieve 
light, and the other was to offer up my body 
a living and acceptable sacrifice uato God 

My soul being espoused to Christ, le 


me willing to submitto bea : ice te 

in the world, by being cisposed of in every 
thing as he pleased. ‘The love of Curist 
did so fill my soul, that I saw by faith a 


blessedness from him in the sharpest tral, 
1 could meet with; and for wr all the 
the present troubles { had, and for what the 
future seemed to be, I could not but sing a 
song of praise, that my belove dy was the chief 
among ten thousand, and the Ji 
en to me in pleasant places, at at the inherit 
ance | got excelled in beauty ,—that 1 had 
got apleasant land andofa goodly heritage 
of the host of Nations. 

I found every ingredient in my cup ne- 
cessary; all coming to me froma loving Fa- 
ther and a skillful physician. On the same 
day the Lord did much commend to my soul 
the grace of faith; letting m | now how it 


had fall- 


pierces the clouds ofsin, and infirmities, and 
makes the soul that has it someumes to 
read its name in the bo life, and to 


triumph when fohtin ar, "My soul was fille 
with longing desires after full fruition an 


the immediate enjoyment of God in Christ. 


The first fruits of the spirit confirmed me of 


the truth of that wo r rd, * t] 
be joyful in glory. M 
world was a burd en to me, 
not be kept from sin. 

I was wearied of my tabernacle of clay, 
because by it, J was kept from communion 
with God. 
me to silence, so that I could de 
but desire the day might be hastened, where- 
in I should be made a bottle mect for hold- 
ing that new wine, which now I could not 
bear,—even the love of Christ which pass- 
eth all understanding. What shall I say? 
Who can utter the spirit of God’s language? 
They that are ofthe most qui 
ing cannot read or speak, but 
tences. For my own part! think it not 
strange that Disciples marvel that Christ 
should talk with a poor woman of Samaria, 
such a one as J, born a atemnger | to God and 
who remained so for years tegether—small 
and contemptible in myself, and in the eye 
of the world. But with my Lord 
no respect of persons. Necessity moved 
me to go and scek water, and] got the wa- 
ter of life. I have seenthe Mes: siah in the 
gospel glass full of grace and truth; and my 
soul hath fallen in love with him, and J 
weuld have others to do a0 likewise. 


~= 
S 

- 

¢ 

— 

QO 
& 
on 


k understand 
lis p lis sen- 


there is 





The love of God in Christ put 
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Ican show none of his glory so effectu- 
ally as to make others descry it, for that ig 
the work of the spirit of God. — For I my- 
self eet but alm] ses Ag inces in passing ) 
until the day break and the shadows flee a- 
way. Yet Idi lare 11 have lost my part of 
ill have cause to rue their 


heavet 1, af any sh 
bareain who wil! choose him for their soul’s 


. portion. Come and see him. This will pre- 


vailmost. When I had thus found the Lord 
gracious, I was made to consider, whether 
the P rd’sanger and the distance I had 
found between Christ andmy own soul, a 
long time before, was then taken away;, I 
could not then know certainly; but I feared 
it was not, because, as I could, I was seek- 
ing an actual pardon for my actual sins 
which had occasioned my darkness, but could 
not then find it, and because, I was sojlit- 
tle aflected with the condition of the church, 
yet was ma de to believe that either the 

loud was removed or that it was a lighten- 
ing before a storm. All the week after, my 


spit was possessed with much deadness, 
and was ereatl straifened in secret and 


was meeting wi h trials in my outward con- 
dition. I being now about to enter on po 
martied state, 7 was trysted, (visited, 
i e diffie ulty. with respect to 
the ceremonial part, because I would not 
have the ollice done for me by the present 
preachers in the land, finding the Lord and 
my conscience calling me “not to meddle 
vith * ie This matter which gave me 
much trouble before and was likely to give 
more, Was then so presented to my view, 
that it was asharp trial to my faith. 
Torrich, Sept. 12th, 1690. 

I intended to go to 3 Muirtown to see the 
Lady Muirtown, that I might have Christ- 
ian iellowship with her and some others, 
whic h ah had many times found profitable 
and 1 refreshing. That morning I awaken- 
ed out ‘of my sleep, with a deep impression 
on my mind, that many and strong are the 
oppositions which christians meet ‘with, in 


mei, with ¢ ry 


their journey heavenward. Yet my mind 
was composed with these words, “they are 
ke tl y t! 


ptby the power of God, through faith un- 
to salvation.”” When I went to prayer I 
was again filled with the same thought, and 
that the violent take the kingdom of heaven 
by force. I was seeing thisto be my own 
case, and made to bless the Lord for what 
he helped me to wrestle through, and to 
trust inhim, thathe would keep me up by 
his power, through faith unto salvation. I 
was so revived in my spirit that I hoped 
for some good to my soul, ere I should re 
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turn, which I found by getting meat out of I was made to hope in him, that he would 


the eater. When I was going away my hus- 
band became very unwilling that I should go 
from home that day, there being companies 
of soldiers on the road the day before, and 
it was likely there would be’some that day 
also. He was apprehensive they would 
take my horse from me. Yet I would go, 
not having any fear myself. A little after 
I went, I was vainly taken up in my thoughts 
with having the Master of Forbes, cousin- 
german to me, whv was one of the com- 
manders of my King Williams’ army in the 
North, and was at that time at Inverness, 
to whom'I thought, I would with boldness, 
have recourse and get reparation of any 
wrongs I should meet with from those of 
that Army. I also had some thoughts “of 
my having a brother in King James’s ar- 
my, which was called the Brechin army, 
who hadgone through the country a week 
or two before. While my mind was thus 
roving, as I came to Woodfield, near Ol- 
dearn, my horse stumbled, & I falling back- 
wards broke my right arm. But the sense 
of my great mercy that my neck was pre- 
served, when in such hazard, made me 
look on the breaking of my arm asa gentle 
dealing. I was made to look up to the 
Lord and bless him with my whole heart, 
for preserving my neck, and to believe his 
will to be good, in what he had permitted 
me to meet with. Mine eye was towards 
him, that he would enable me to go home, 
Without being a trouble and a talk to those 
in the town about me. WhenT had com- 
posed myself a little, I caused the lad that 
was riding before me, to bind up my hand 
tomy neck. And then I walked afoot tillI 
came to some shearers, where I caused a 
man to set me on my horse, and so I rode 
home softly these two miles with a compo- 
sed spirit, my thoughts of God in Christ af- 
fording me sweet meditation. That a strong 
sense of God being my Father, and that 
his love to me did exceed the love of earth- 
ly fathers. I was seeing myself as a child, 
in a parent’s arms, the parent threatening 
tocast the child away, and yet the child 
will still smile on the parent, not fearing, 
because it knew the parents love. I was re- 
freshed by some thoughts on the privliges of 
the Godly, in that all things shall work to- 
gether for good to them, and that to them 
comes meat out of the eater, and sweetness 
out of the strong. And thus I have expe- 
rienced that my most remarkable troubles 
had the most remarkable deliverances, and 
issued in the greatest benefit to my soul. 


do me good, by my present distress of body. 
When my husband saw me coming homeg 
he came to me;I told him I had hurt my 
arm, and [feared it was broken. They 
that saw me did not at first believe that my 
arm was broken, I was so composed, praise 
be to him who supported me in body and 
in spirit. It was near four hours after I 
came home, ere there came a man to bind 
up my arm. But they took my clothes off 
that arm, as soon as I came home, and laid it 
onapillow. I had sometimes sore pain, and 
sometimes flames of heat and faintings till 
the man came. When I saw him my heart 
grew very faint with fear, that I would not 
be able to bear the handling of my arm.— 
{looked unto the Lord to help and pity me, 
in that hour of distress, for 1 had no power or 
might of my own: but my eyes were to- 
wards him, and these words were’seasona- 
bly brought to my mind, “He giveth power 
to the faint, and to them who have no might 
he increaseth strength.’? After this I had 
courage and desired the man to do what was 
meet to be done to my arm, and not to 
spare because of my crying. The man set 
the bone right, in the midst of my arm, 
where it was broken, and laid the web of a 
sheep hot to my arm, and scobs which kept 
it soft tothe next day, and then there was a 
binding plaster, applied to it. The first 
night { got refreshing sleep, which was the 
means of preventing afever. Afterwards, 
the night was the severest time to me, for 
four or five weeks. The-first week, I was 
in heaviness and straitened in spirit, and 
thinking it like anger and wrath in God a- 
gainst me that he had broken my bones, and 
the language of my soul was, Lord show 
me why thou hast broken my bones. And 
yet I was meeting with so much mercy, 
that I was refreshed in believing, that though 
it were inanger, yet there was love mixed 
with it. ‘The first time I was able to bow 
my knee, it being a week after my arm was 
broke;"oeing in the duty of prayer, I was 
begging that the Lord would give me light 
and knowledge of his will, as to the break- 
ing of my arm, and show me if he was deal- 
ing with me in anger. While I was thus 
excrcised, 1 found the Lord letting in light 
to my soul, by which I might discern, that 
he was not dealing with me in anger. I 
was made to see that in this respect, it spoke 
forth love, that when I met with the said 
accident, I found the north wind awake, and 
the south wind come and blow upon my 
garden so that the spices did flow out. { 
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found faith snd love and patience put in ex- 
ercise in my soul. Love making me wel- 
come all things, that came to me from his 
blessed hand. Faith making me construct 
well of my trouble, and to say, “though he 
should kill me I will trust in him.” Pa- 
tience making me think my trouble little, 
and to say, itmight have been my neck or 
my leg, it might be more painful, and tho’ 
no chastisement be for the present joyous, 
but grievous, yet afterwards it will yield 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness to 
them, who are exercised thereby. ‘There 
was another evidence from which | was 
made to believe it was not in anger, and 
that, was the great mercy and goodness that 
compassed me aboutas to the circamstances 
ofmy trouble; in that 1 was near home 
when my arm broke; in that | had so much 
judgment, spirit and strength, as to cause 
the boy help me to bind up my arm and to 
ride home while it was yet warin; in that I 
was kept from fainting on horseback. In 
reflecting upon those things, my soul was 
made to rejoice in him who was making all 
his paths to be mercy and truth to me; who 
was working all my works in me and for me. 
I was finding blessedness accompanying me, 
because the Lord was my God | was made 
to rejoice inthe Lord Je-us, as being the 
blessed Jonathan, for whose sake God shows 
ed me kindness. The confirmation I had 
gotten, that the Lord was not dealing with 
me in anger, but in loving kindness and 
mercies, was very refreshing to me; yet I 
J was not suffered to sit down with this, 
but was seeking daily that the Lord would 
make me to know his mind, and to do his 
will. as{to the end, for which he permitted 
my arm to be broken. 1 read Flavel upon 
Providence which was useful to me. [| 
had fellowship with some christian friends, 
which was refreshful tome. My arm gave 
me but little trouble in the day time.— 
Three weeks after my arm was broken the 
Lady Kilravock died, and though this 
was nota supprisal to me, yet my heart 
was much affected by it, there having been 
Jove and familiarity betwixtus. But my 
own loss was not that, which affected me 
most, but the “vanity and vexation of spirit 
I saw under the sun,”’ of which she was a 
noted instance an¢ example in my view, 
though J doubt not of her being an elect ves- 
sel. What I saw and knew of her was 
represented to me as it were in great le tters. 
Letall Christ’s followers study humility 
and not feed their hearts with high expect- 
stions in this world, and improve their pre- 
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cious and uncertain time in making pro- 
gress in their journey heaven-ward. The 
wise Lord thought meet to deny this pre- 
cious elect vessel many outward satisfactions 
which might be expected in her elevated 
and easy station, which in the end had this 
blessed effect, that she saw vanity and vex- 
ation of spirit written upon all worldly de- 
lights, and that man in bis best estate is al- 
together vanity, born to trouble, and miser- 
able because of sin; that her heart was 
weaned from creatures, and Jesus Christ 
precious. She endured much pain and sick- 
ness for the last half year of her life; and 
though she had not pleasure in the world, 
yet death was a great terror to her, till a 
few days before her departure, because she 
could not apply the promises to herself tho’ 
her desires after Christ were fervent. That 
which troubled her most on her death bed 
was, that she had not improved her time to 
so good purpose and had not done so much 
good in her station and generation, as she 
might and ought tohave done. Some time 
before her death she expressed a desire to 
see a day of the Son of man, before she 
would leave this world, and that some who 
feared God would be present with her at 
her death, and earnestly prayed the Lord 
would give ber peace and ease at that im- 
portant hour, which was granted her The 
Providence of God ordered with love, 
mercy and power, all things well for her at 
her last. On the Lord’s day before her 
death, there was a minister with her, she 
being very earnest for it. He discoursed 
halfanhour, and held jforth the offers of 
Christ in the gospel. After this it was ob- 
served she had no desire to live, but was 
pleasant and patient to the last, taken up 
with the concerns of her soul and longing 
fordeath. The Lady Muirtown came to 
see her on the day before her death. When 
she saw the Lady Muirtown she was lifted 
up with joy that she was come to soe her 
die, they being very deartoone another — 
Next night when her end was near, an hour 
or two belore there was a seperation be- 
twixt her now blessed soul and her body, she 
put her hand to her breast and said, “there is 
peace,peace. ‘The sun of righteousness js 
risen with healing under his wings”? ‘Ihen 
she was taken from this vale of misery with 
peace and joy in him who justifies the ungod- 
ly. and brings many sons and daughters to 
glory. What shall I say of the vanity and 
brevity of man’s life here, but as Job saith, 
‘Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days and full oftrouble. He cometh forth as 
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a flower, and is cutdown. He fleeth like 
a shadow and continueth not:” And that 
though there may be hope of a tree when it 
js cut down, it will sprout again, and that 
the tender branches thereof will not cease, 
Yet man dieth and wasteth away; yea 
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he? 
Man lieth down and riseth not till the heav- 
ens be no more. Itis an oft experienced 
truth that man is born to trouble, and that 
the Christian has his large share, so that, if 
in this life only he had hope, he were the 
most miserable. The life of many of the 
gracious here, in the beginning and at the 
first view, is tragical like, (if | may term it 
so,) but when I look further to the fruits 
and effects, and the end of their tribulations, 
their blessed death, their unparallelled feli- 
city in the world that is without end; this 
gives good grounds to say that the infinitely 
wise and good Lord dves all things well. 
Blessed are that people whose God is the 
Lord. Though here they be among the 
pots, they shall be like the wings ofa dove 
covered with silver, and her feathers with 
yellow gold. Their afflictions, which are but 
fora moment, are not worthy to be compare | 
with the glory that shall be revealed, whic! 

will be of eternal duration. What a small 
matter is it to have a life of sorrow and 
sighing, when in the end these shall flee a- 
way, and all those shall obtain everlasting 
joy. who have followed the Lamb through 
many tribulations. It hath been to many 
a dark case, how it is that the wicked pros- 
per inthe world, and those that the Lord 
loves are afflicted every morning? Those 
who have been most exercised with this 
questioa, so as to go to the sanctuary, have 
got most satisfaction anent it, (concerning 
it.) But for my part, [ am of such small 
reach in christianity, that lam in fear to 
write or to speak of my experience. Yet I 
must say, that the afflictions of the godly 
and the prosperity of the wicked have been 
a prevailing argument with my reason and 
judgment, to strengthen my faith in believ- 
ing that there shall be a resurrection, a day 
of judgment, and a future life. Here we 
cannot know love or hatred by what is be- 
fore us; and though wisdom excelleth folly, 
as much as light excelleth darkness, yet one 
event happens to the righteous and the 
wicked. A just man perisheth in his right- 
eousness and a wicked man prolongeth his 
lifein his wickedness. Here servants ride 
on horses and princes walk as servants on 
the earth. These disorders which Solomon 
ebserved under the sun made him say, “He 
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that is higher than the highest regardeth, 
and God shall judge the righteous and the 
wicked, for there 1s a time for every pur- 
pose and every work, and God shall bring 
every work tojudgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or bad.” When 
the appointed day will come, wherein God 
will judge the world in righteousness, by 
his son Christ Jesus, all wrongs will be 
righted. Then shall the difference be dis- 
cernible between the righteous and the 
wicked, between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not. Then the sepe- 
ration shall be made between the sheep 
and the goats, between the tares and the 
wheat, and the last sentence shall be given 
out by the eternal judge of the quick and 
the dead, when he shallsay, ‘*come ye bles- 
sed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you,’ and to them on the left band 
‘depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
As to the Lord’s giving prosperity to the 
wicked in this life, [ have looked upon it as 
a proof of his being mereiful and long  suf- 
fering, and that he wills not the death of 
sinners; and that surely he who is the Sov- 
ereign Lord of heaven and earth, the Gov- 
ernor of the nations, and overrules the 
smallest matter, so that a sparrow cannot 
fall tothe ground, nor an hair fall from the 
head without him, has better things to give 
than prosperity in this world. His infinite 
love and wisdom have purposed an everlast- 
ing good for his favorites, which his ene- 
mies shall never taste of, nor shall a stranger 
intermeddle with their joy. | have had 
many thoughts on this, why it is that tribu- 
lation is the common path which the Lord 
hath chosen for his people to walk in?— 
When I have looked onit with a carnal eye, 
it was a temptation to atheism; but when 
the Lord had helped me to look on it, in his 
word and prayer, in the experience of his 
people, and in what benefit unw orthy J 
have felt, I have seen great matter of praise 
to him, who has chosen the lot of bis people 
for them, and at the same time reason to ae 
dore his wisdom, love and power, which are 
employed in sweetening these bitter waters 
of Maral to them; sothat their afflicted times 
prove to be their best times, wherein they 
are made to set up their monuments with an 
Ibenezer. And though their troubles some- 
times are so sharp and dark, and of so long 
continuance as to put them on saying, “what 
sorrow Is like to mine? Is his mercy quite 
gone? willhe be favorabie no more? Hag 
he forgottou to be gracious? Hath he in an- 
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ger shut up his bowels of compassion towards 
me? are they restrained?” yet after the 
heavier the trouble is, the more sweet and 
comfortable will the song of deliverance be, 
so as to fill their hearts and mouths with 
praises to him, who afflicted them for their 
profit, who made them to pass under the rod 
and brought them into the bond of the cov- 
enant, who chuses in the furnace of allliction, 
and makes this the fruit to take away sin. 
There is one reason, for which Ihave found 
affliction to be good and necessary for the 
Lord’s people here, and that is, that there is 
still a part of the old man, remaining in them, 
of corrupt, depraved natures; a law in their 
members warring against the law of their 
minds, which, like the horse and mule, hath 
no understanding, but must be commanded 
with bit and bridle. Though the dominion 
of sin be taken away, where there is union 
with Christ, yet the life of sin continues, 
like foolishness bound up in the heart ofa 
child, which the rod of correction drives a- 
way. Though it be a truth that sin is the 
cause of affliction, and that many are the af- 
flictions ofthe righteous, yet such is the 
prerogative of the seed Royal of the king 
of Heaven, that their afflictions are not so 
much the punishment of theirsins, as a mean 
of purging away sin, of preventing sin, and 
exercising their graces. 
(To be Continued.) 
iGo 


ON DIVINE LOVE. 


(Continued from page 163.) 
PART. lV. 


Having contemplated the mutual love of 
the Father and the Son, displayed in laying 
and in accomplishing the plan of our salva- 
tion, and proved that it contains, ‘“‘everlast- 
ing consolation and good hope through 
grace—”” 

We proceed to show the improvement 
we ought to make of it. This we shall ex- 

Jain under twoheads. First—As to the 
doctrines which we ought to believe. Sec- 
ondlv—The duties which we ought to prac- 
tice. The first is the foundation of the sec- 
ond; and the second is the fruit and evidence 
of the former. All true religion is compri- 
sed in the employment of faith, and faith 
hath a respect to doctrine: and all proper be- 
lief of dcctrine expresses itself in a holy 

ractice; as Christ himself saith, “Tf ye 

know these things, happy are yeif ye do 
” 

Find, This subject presents us with the 
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great fundamental doctrines of christianity, 
We are taught to believe, 

Ist.—That there is a distinction of per- 
sons in the divine nature. Thus saith the 
Son of himself, *f was set up from ever- 
lasting; L was by him, as one brought up 
with him; 1 was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him.”? These words plainly 
express two distinct persons. This he re- 
peatedly declared on earth. Thus he said 
to the disciples, “ye believe in God, (ie 
the Iather,) believe also inme.’”? Thus he 
said to the Jews, ‘tye hate both me and my 
Father.” And elsewhere; we read of ano- 
ther spirit. 

This lays flat the Sabellian folly. They 
made the names of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, to be no more than three representa- 
tions of God; so that when we consider him 
as a Creator, he is to be called the Father, 
as a Redeemer, the Son, and as a Comfort- 
er, the Holy Ghost. Hence they asserted 
that the Father was born, suffered upon the 
cross and rose again from the dead, for 
which they were called Patripassians, 

It also shows us the error of the Socint- 
ans and Unitarians. Who, as they deny 
the divinity of the Son, and the Spirit, af- 
firm that there isonly one person in the God 
head, viz. the Father. All false apprehen- 
sions concerning the Spirit, may be reduced 
to two heads. First, that of the modern 
Jews, who affirm the Holy Ghost to be the 
influential power of God; which conceit is ene 
tertainedand promoted by the Socinians: 
and, secondly, that of the Mahometans 
who make him an eminent angel, which o- 
pinion they got from the Macedonians.--Dr. 
Owen. 


“They who say there is no maintaining 
the unity of the God-head, with allowance 
of proper personality to the Son and Spirit, 
are not far from the error of those who said 
the Father was incarnate. To make the 
Logos, (i e the word,) no more than an in- 
dwelling attribute, or a super-angelic spir« 
it, isa long slide into the Sabellian folly.”»— 
Bradbury. 

a. This subject also teacheth us the per- 
fect equality of the persons in the Godhead. 
There is no os or inferiority among 
them. It has been repeatedly proved that 
it was belowthe father’s digaity, to treat 
with one who was not his Fellow, equal to 
him in majesty, and purity. And yet the 
Son himself saith, “1 was set up, (conse- 
crated) from everlasting.” This is cor- 
respondent to what he said on earth. Thus, 
he described himself, as one, ‘whom the 
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Father sanctified, (consecrated,) and 
sent into the world.”” He was capable 
to take his part in the Covenant.— 
“The council of peace was between them 
both.” Thus the Father transacted with 
him as his equal. “Behold my servant 
whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my 
soul delighteth.” Though, as Mediator, he 
is the Father’s servant, yet as God, he is 
the Father’s equal. ‘“‘He was in the form of 
God, & tho’t itno robbery to be equal with 
God,” before, and even after he took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was foundin 
the fashion of a man. 

Again,—Though the Son repeatedly men- 
tioned the distinction between him and his 
Father, he always took care to maintain the 
equality. ‘Land my Father are one.” “I 
am inthe Father, and the Father isin me.” 
And as they are equal in nature, so they 
are equalin operation. ‘My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work.” 

The same is aflirmed of the Holy Ghost, 
Saith Peter to Annanias, “why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost; 
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” 
His Deity appears from all his works. He 
is the creator of the universe. ‘“‘He mo- 
ved upon the face of the waters: He gar- 
nished the heavens.”? He was one in the 
council, **Let us make man.” For Elihu 
saith, “The spirit of God hath made me, 
and the breath of the Almighiy hath given 
me life.” Nay his divinity shines conspic- 
uous in the discharge of his oflicial character 
in the work of redemption. He inspired 
the prophets, formed and purified the human 
nature of Christ, which is the glory of the 
whole creation, He qualified the Apostles, 
makes a saint and fillsa heaven. ‘It is at 
least a very uncertain way, to say that the 
second person is of cnother, and the first 
isnot. And that phrase, the order of na- 
ture may very well be spared, when we 
are talking of the divine nature. ‘ie Fa- 
ther’s being the fountain of the Deity, and 
the Son’s deriving from him, are expressions 
not worth keeping.’—-Bradbury. ‘Thus, 

8d: We have snflicient ground io believe 
the doctrine of the trinity. Indeed we 
should never have known, that there was a- 
ny more than one person concerned in our 
redemption, if God had not given us the 
Bible. But as this opens tous the name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so certainly, 
it becomes us to receive the testimony. ‘It 
is life eternal to know Jesus Christ.” “It 
is indeed a aie of natural religion, that 


God knows himself better than we do; and 
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therefore, it can be no objection against any 
account that he has given of his nature, 
that it is different from the conceptions we 
have of ours. That there are three persons 
eternally and completely equal, without any 
subordination of existence, is the plain lan- 
guage of scripture: and yet that there is but 
one living and true God, is evident, both 
from the light of nature, and revelation.— 
But “who can by searching find out God,” 
whe can find out the Almighty to perfec- 
tion? He only has immortality, and dwells 
in that light, which none of the human race 
has seen or can see. As it is revealed we 
believe it, though as it is mysterious we can 
not explain it. _ Shall a revelation that was 
planned by God’s wisdom, revealed by his 
Spirit, preached by his Son, and upon the 
evidence of so many miracles, have no freer 
a course than what the humor of men will 
give it?”—Bradbury. ‘What human rea- 
son cannot comprehend, it rejects as foolish- 
ness; Faith glories in incooprehensibilities, 
because it rests upon tue testimony of 
God!”—Dr. Owen. One peculiar crime 
of our day is a vanity for human reason. 
Men cannot forbear to ro!l themselves in 
flattery; that this is an age of politeness, an 
age of liberty, an age of enlarged minds, 
that will break down all the fences, that 
have been set up by those who went before 
us. Hence they represent our Reformers 
as asetof Enthusiasts and Creed-Ma- 
kers. But blessed be God, these holy, 
learned men searched the scriptures, and as 
they readthey believed, and as they be- 
lieved they spake. And it is worth while 
to observe, that though they had no dis- 
pute withthe church of Rome, as to the 
doctrine of the Trinity, yet they placed this 
article in front of all their confessions, cate- 
chisms, and protestations. Though they ex- 
pressed themselves in different languages, 
and in different phrases, they all concurred 
in the truth of the following proposition, 
‘That there are three persons in the God- 
head, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, and these three are one God, the 
same in substance, equal in power, and 
glory.” ‘Christ commanded the disciples 
to teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.” So that you see, this 
doctrine was taught by our Lord himself, 
long enough before ever Creeds were tho’t 
of. 
Secondly. Let us show what improve- 
ment we ought to make of this great subs 
ject in our practice. 
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Ist: We ought to admire and praise the 
goodness of God in giving us a revelation of 
it. ‘Through the tender mercies of our God: 
whereby the day-spring from on high hath 
visited us. To give light to t'em that sit 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.” This 
subject was from the beginning, (1. e. from 
eternity) hid inGod; known with a limita- 
tion in heaven itself, infinitely beyond the 
ken of angels and men = “Eye hath not 
seen. nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him — 
But God hath revealed them unto us by his 
spirit ” 

This revelation is now not limited to 
one nation. ‘All flesh shall see the salva- 
tion ofGod.? “Christ came as a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of 
his people Israel.” And as the external rev- 
elation was certain and complete, so God 
who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, can shine in our hearts, to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the face of Christ Jesus. Every 
believer in heaven is a finished temple, hav- 
ing a sufficiency of light to adorn it. Saith 
Paul, **Now we see through a glass dark- 
ly, bnt then face to face; now I know but 
in part, but then shall | know even as also 
lam known” 

2.—We ought to believe this revelation 
with firmness, setting to our seal that 
God is true, by believing the report that lie 
bath given us. This knowledge can re- 
ceive noerrors. ‘He is light and in him is 
no darkness at all.” His truth can pub- 
lish none. ‘He is a God of truth, and 
without iniquity,” (falsehood) ‘just and 
right is he.” The mysteries contained in 
it are no valid reason why we ought not to 
to receive it, because it is revealed to all 
nations, (not to their reason,) but for the 
obedience of faith. Though those, who 
have no proper sense of sin, despise 
and laugh at them, yeta principle of giace 
carries them with evidence, and importance 
into the minds of men. Believers are 
comforted to the riches of the full assurance 
of understanding, to the acknowledgment of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and 
of Christ. As the spirit reveals them to us, 
so he reveals them in us. He that over- 
comes the world is he that believes that Je- 
sus Christ is the Son of God;and_ it is the 
Spirit that bears witness, and the Spirit is 
truth. 

Some affirm, that if the mysterious part 


were struck out of the gospel, it would pass 
better upon the heathen. But they are, 
mistaken, for when these poor people ‘turn- 
ed from idols to serve the living and true 
God, it was also to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the#dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath 
to come.’ 

Dr. Priestly affirmed, that if mysteries 
were set aside, the gospel would be more 
readily received bythe Jews. But in this 
he also was mistaken. Paul, was perhaps, 
as confirmed a Jew, and as great an enemy 
to Jesus of Nazareth end his gospel as éver 
lived. But when it pleased God to reveal 
his Son in him; he was filled with the Holy 
Ghost. © And ctraightway he preached inthe 
Synagogues, that Christ is the son of God.” 
Hie made him the great subject of his min- 
istry. "Thus he declared to the Corinthians, 
‘| determined not to know any thing a- 
mong you, save Jesus Christ, (ifit was not 
Jesus Christ,) and him crucified.” As if he 
had said, If Ido not preach this, Pll be 
silent.” 

3. Is the Son possessed of all divine per- 
fections, and the only Mediator between 
fiod and man? then we ‘ought to honor the 
Son, even as we honor the Father;’ and ime 
prove him in all the extent of his Mediatori- 
al character—as ‘he ismade of God unto 
us wisdom, as a prophet, to turn us from 
darkness to light; righteousness as a priest, 
‘that God may be just, and the justifier of 
him that believeth in Jesus; sanctifica- 
tion, as aking, that he may “write his laws 
in our hearts;’ and in all his offices, redem 
tion, ‘chat he may present us spotless, and 
blameless, in the presence of his own glory 
with exceeding joy.’ 

4. Is Christ the sum of the gospel, and 
does he give efficacy to it? then we ought 
to study the truth as it is in Jesus, and pray 
that he would subdue us to the obedience 
of faith. ‘To this we have encouragement, 
‘the Lord shal! send the rod of thy strength 
out of Zion; role thou, (or thou shalt rule,) 
in the midst, (the hearts) of thine enemies. 
Thy people shall he willing in the day of 
thy power, (i. e. when the arm of the Lord 
isrevealed,) in the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb of the morning thou hast the 
dew of thy youth, or according to the He- 
brew, “‘ more than the womb of the morne- 
ing, thou shalt have the dew of thy youth.” 
Thy converts shall be more numerous than 
the crops of dew, on the grass in the morn- 
ing. ‘This began to be accomplished at the 
day of Pentecost, when three thousand 
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were converted by one sermon, and we 
read afterwards, “that multitudes, (myriads) 
believed.”- These were the beginning of 
his strength, the excellency of dignity, and 
the excellency of power, “the first fruits 
unto Gody and to the Lamb.” And 
Christ himself said, ‘other sheep I have, 
(i. e. the Gentiles,) which are not of this 
fold, (i.e. the Jews,) them also I must 
bring andthey shall hear my voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 
5. Are all the blessings of the gospel, i. 
e. all our religion in its principles, comforts, 
and security, lodged in Christ? Then 
we ought to admire his person, and get a 
mystical union to him, by the Spirit of 
faith, that out of his fulness we may re- 
ceive, and grace for grace. We are often 
told, that this destroys all notion of duty; it 
reduceth Godliness, to enthusiasm; it makes 
God do all, and man do nothing. But 
this is contrary to the doctrine of scripture, 
for saith Paul, “1 will that thou affirm con- 
stantly, that they who have believed in Christ 
Jesus must be careful to maintain good 
works;’’ as to the exercises of God’s people, 
saith the same apostle, “The love of Christ 
construineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died forall, then were all dead; 
and that he died for all, that they “which 
live should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves but unto him who died for them and 
rose again.”” It is indeed very unaccount- 
able to say, that religion is nothing else than 
a principle that Christ begins by his Spirit, 
that he animates and supplies a fund from 
his own hand, and that, the believer is 
nothing, and does nothing but by him; but 
as (hrist is not only a lawgiver, but a head 
of influences, therefore, there is a meaning 
in these words that would be enthusiasm 
every where else. ‘I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ lives in me, and the life that I live 
in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of God;’ he lives and he does not live; it is 
he and itis not he; no philosophy can bear 
this language. “By the grace of God I 
am what I am,’’and his grace was not be- 
stowed upon mein vain, for I laboured 
more abundantly than they all, yet not I, 
but the grace of God that was with me.” 
So that our life is all in Christ, we pos- 
sess it, as derived from him, and conforms 
ing to him. If we live, it is Christ that 
lives in us; if we act, it is he who gives us 
the springs of motion, and the pattern of 
duty, and this secures our eternal life. For 
when Christ who is our life shall appear 
then shall we appear with him in glory. 
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6. Is Christ now sat down at the Fath- 
er’s right hand, and will all things which 
are in heaven, and which are in earth be 
gathered together in him? Then we ought 
to adore his person, rejoice in his advances 
ment, triumph in the establishment of his 
throne, and in the eternal duration of hs 
government. ‘There is none like bim among 
the gods.’? Thus the Father owns him. ‘To 
the Son he saith,’ not the Psalmist, but the 
Father, ‘thy throne O God, is forever and 
ever.’ 

Though Adam was made upright. he was 
left to the freedom of his own will, which 
he abused, and thus broke the covenant of 
works; but the covenant of grace is better 
established. As Christ confirmed the Cov- 
enant by his death, so the Union between 
the divine and human natures is confirmed 
forever: ‘God manifest in the flesh is re- 
ceived up into glory,” and “forever set 
down at the right hand of God,” as has 
been observed. And as believers on earth 
“are preserved in Christ Jesus,”? so in 
eternity they will acknowledge and glo- 
rify the mystical union, as Christ bimself 
saith to the Father, “the glory which thou 
gavest me, | have given them, that they 
may be one, even as we are one, I in them 
and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one. Father, | will that they whom 
thou hast given me, be with me_ where I 
am, that they may bebold my glory, which 
thou hast given me; for thou lovedst me bee 
fore the foundation of the world ” 

7. As all the persons in the Godhead are 
concerned in this great and gracious work 
of our salvation, we ought with praise to 
express our gratitude to each of them.—To 
the Father who gave his Son to us. To 
the Sun who gave himself for us, To the 
Holy Ghost who gives him in us. Saith 
Christ himself, “He shall glorify me, for he 
shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto 

ou.” 

8. As the whole subject is spiritual and 
supernatural, and can be known only b 
divine revelation, then, we ought to ‘sear 
the scriptures. comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual’? Our “faith is not to stand 
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God.” Attend the ordinances of the gos- 
pel. God has appointed these as means of 
“opening our eyes, and turning us from 
darkness to light.’ The apostle observes; 
‘*Hle that is of God hears us. He that is 
not of God hears not us ; hereby know we 
the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” 
We ought to pray for the Spirit to lead us 
into al] truth. ‘The Father giveth the 
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Holy Spirit to them that ask him.’ And saith 
the Apostle, “we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to usof God.” “Ye have 
an unction from the Holy One, and ye 
know all things.” 

9. In conclusion, we ought, depending 
upon the righteousness and grace of Christ 
to proceed in a course of duty, looking for 
glory, honor, immortality aud eternal life. 
To this we have the greatest encouragement; 
for saith Christ himself, ** to him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with me on my 
throne.” We rest upon his word as it is 
firm , we wait for it, as itis pleasing. ‘1 
go to prepare a place for you, and [I will 
come again, and receive you to myself, that 
where I am, there ye may bealso.”— 
But there He must have the preeminence. 
He is in the midst of the throne, their place 
is to stand round about it. And this they 
do with a desire to worship. They are 
ready to adore their Lord with the most 
profound reverence. ‘All the angels stood 
round about the throne, and feil before the 
throne upon their faces, saying amen, bless- 
ing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiv- 
ing, and honor, and power, and might. be 
ascribed unto our God forever and ever.” — 
And you may be sure he will be adored by 
the spirits of just men made perfect. He 
and they partake of the same human nature. 
‘He is the first born among many brethren’ 
‘His name is Wonderful’ He is the 
Prince of their race. As God in their na- 
ture, he may justly receive their loyalty. 
Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They express 
their dependence with the utm st humilia- 
tion and gratitude. The glory they receive 
is immediately refunded. ‘*They cast their 
crowns before the throne,saying, ‘thon art 
worthy O Lord, to receive glory, and hon- 
or, and power.” In fine their dignity, and 
felicity is complete, and eternal. ‘They 
shall hunger no more, neither shall they 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun smite 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters; and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." 
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[For the Religious Moniter.] 
CHURCH AND STATE. 


The Church and State, are two distinet 
and mutually independent kingdoms. The 
causes of collision, or of improper conjune~ 
tion between tlem, are these following ~ 
Each is, or may be, composed of the same 
individual members; has in part the same 
enc; and 1s invested with a similar power, of 
making and executing laws for the accom- 
plisbment of thatead. The power of legis- 
lation, I know is sometimes denied to be- 
long to the church, Yet it is more in ac- 
cordance with the praeice of our church, 
and indeed of all churches, toecn.it the ex- 
istence of such a power; while we ought to 
view it as exceedingly limited in its oljects, 
The whole form and administration of evil 
government, and, indeed, of most civil in- 
§ itutions, are left to the determination of 
human discretion. But the church is hon- 
ored, by herkingand head, witha pre- 
cise form of government, and witha com- 
plete system of ordinances and worship, 
which bear the stamp of his own divine ap- 
pointment. and which admit of no addition 
or diminution. In vain do ye worship me 
teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments of men. Itis only, therefore, a few 
external and contingent circums ances in 
the government, ordinances, and worship of 
the church. which are left free for the exer- 
cise of human discretion. And concerning 
legislation in general, those two fundament- 
al principles may be remarked. First, the 
divine law, should be made the basis of 
all legislation, both of church and state.— 
Second, the end of all legislation, 
whether by ecclessiastical councils, or by 
the supreme legislature of the land, should 
be, either to declare the divine law in its 
application to particular cases, or to carry it 
into effect, by enacting rules and penalties. 
Now if due circumspection be observed by 
these distinct and independent powers, in 
the enactment of rules, there will be little, 
if any danger of collision, in the execu- 
tion of them. The great difficulty therefore 
is in regard to those matters which the di- 
vine law has left indifferent and free for 
the determination of human discretion, and 
lies in discriminating between them, and in 
assigning to each power, its appropriate class 
ofcases. This difficulty will appear the 
more serious, when it is recollected, that 
not only are the same persons to be govern- 
ed by the laws ofeach power, andthe same 
general wud te be, either directly er indi- 
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rectly, promoted by each, but likewise, 
that the same actions of men are often to 
form the objects to legislate upon by each. 
For with respect to the declarative power 
of the church, she may ordain censures for 
the enforcement of every precept of the di- 
vine jaw, not excepting those precepts 
which are to regulate the civil ruler in the 
exercise of his civil functions, She may pro- 
hibit incestuous marriages, involuntary and 
unjust slavery, the book oath, profane 
lotteries, and all real connivance at any 
ofthese on the part of the magistrate, who 
is hermember. The state too, may, by 
virtue of asimilar, declarative power, frame 
laws, and fix penalties, for the suppression 
of all kinds of open vice, not excepting 
such abuse of the ministerial office as obvi- 
ously tends to ferment factions, sedition and 
rebellion, or to frustrate any of the just ends 
of civil government. But it is not in the 
official declaration of the precepts of the 
divine law, nor in the infliction of penal- 
ties fortheir infraction, that the highest dan- 


ger of an interference of the different pow-- 


ers, is to be apprehended. The chief dan- 
ger, of an unhappy and disastrous collision, 
between church and state, arises from en- 
actments of those rules and provisions, which 
are, in themselves, and with respect’ to the 
matter of them, wholly indifferent, and 
which only bind the conscience of the sub- 
ject, by virtue of the authority enacting 
them, and that,from a real or supposed rela- 
tion, which they have, to some important 
end. Forexample, when the state, from 
adesign, to prevent sedition, probibits the 
exposure, on the part of the sacred ministry, 
of any of the corrupt and oppressive meas- 
ures of those who are in power, or re- 
quires the subscription of some erroneous 
creed; so flagrant a contradiction of the di- 
vine law, both in letter and spirit, is suffi- 
eiently manifest to all men, of candour and 
integrity. But when the same state, with 
the same design, enjoins it upon ministers to 
restrict themselves, inthe exercise of the 
ministry, to certain places of worship licen- 
sed by law, orto be distinguished in their 
persons by a legally prescribed form of dress; 
many faithful mir themselves might 
not so easily detect, nur so firmly resist the 
imposition. So it was with the ‘indulged 
ministers’ in the reign of Charles Il. And 
with regard to the power of the church, let 
the Pope, or some general council, command 
all Christian kings and princes, under pain 
of excommunication, to employ both fire and 
sword to root out all obstinate heretics: it 
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requires the cruel apathy and infatuatioa 
that ruled the dark agee, toinduce an ime 
plicit obedience: the measure is, in its 
own nature, so plainly repugnant, to the 
law of God, and to the dictates of humanity, 
Ifthe command, however, have respect 
to some form or ceremony which is as indif- 
ferent, with respect to the magistracy, as 
the form of apparel is, with respect to the 
ministry, a superior degree of light and in- 
dependence might be necessary, in those 
who acknowledge the legitimacy of the 
power decreeing, to enable them to resist 
the decree. Yet in both cases the power 
of churchmen, to impose such enactments, is 
equally ungrounded and assumed. For 
neither the indifference of the matter de- 
creed, nor its tendency asa humanly devi- 
sed and selected expedient, to some great 
moral end, will warrant the state to impose 
its decrees upon the church, will warrant the 
church to impose her decrees upon the state. 
This assumption of power, on the part of 
the state, is Erastianism; on the part of the 
church, it is Popery. The Pope exalteth 
himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped. Magistrates are so 
called. 

It may then be laid down as a fundament- 
al and solidly established principle, that the 
state transcends the bounds prescribed to it 
by God, the Creator, and moral Governor 
of the Universe, when it assumes the pow- 
er of enacting laws for the dispensation of 
the government andordinauces of the church, 
or of judging in causes purely spiritual, or 
in spiritual causes as such;—and that the 
church transcends the bounds prescribed te 
her by Christ, her King and Head, whea 
she assumes the power of enacting rules for 
the administration of the civil institutious, or 
of judging in causes purely civil, or in civil 
causes as such. 

The design of this essay, is to apply the 
above principles to the administration, or as 
it is more commonly called, the solemniza- 
tion of the institution of marriage. There isa 
twofold solemnization of marriage. The one 
is purely ecclesiastical. The other is purely 
civil. The former is never essential to the in- 
stitution. The !atter is essential, only in an 
organized state of civil society. The one 
consists in the ministerial benediction, or 
prayer, with the word of instruction and ex- 
hortation accompanying. The other in the 
act of administering the oath or covenant, 
into which the parties enter and in the pub- 
lic formal record and attestation of the fact. 
The laws of most christian states confer up- 
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en ministers, either by special license, or by 
general permission, so much civil authority 
as is requisite for administering the marriage 
oath. But in this act, they perform for the 
convenience of the parties a civil function, 
in common with the justices of the peace.— 
It is this latter act of solemnization, and that 
only when performed by the justice of the 

ace, or other civil officer authorized by 
aw, which is now under consideration. — 
The church may prohibit her ministers from 
solemnizing any marriage by the word and 
benediction, unless he have evidence that 
all her just precautionary rules have been 
observed. Such for the present we will 
suppose to be the rule for the publication of 
banns, The church may prohibit her min- 
isters from accepting the oflice. or acting the 
part of magistrates in any case. She may 
therefore prohibit them from performing the 
civil part of solemnization, without the reli- 
givus, and so exclude them from the solem- 
nization of marriage at all, except in cases 
where the ecclesiastical rules have been ob- 
served. But isit not an interference in the 
affairs of the state, when the church takes 
in hand to frame for the magistrate the rules 
by which he shall administer the civil institu- 
tion of marriage? Is it not an interference 
in the affairs of the church, when the magis- 
trate refuses to mairy a couple upon account 
of their not having conformed to church 
rules to the rules of a church too, to which 
possibly they do not belong ? 

The reader will observe, that I assume, 
es fundamental principles in this place, and 
will take for granted, until the conirary be 

roved, the following. 1. Marriage is an 
Institution purely civil. 2. In an organized 
state of the community, it is the proper 
function of some ollicer of the peace, and is 
competent only to those who are authorized 
by the state, to administer the ordinance and 
oath of marriage. 3. The rule for the 
publication of banns, both matter and form 
of it, is a rule of mere human enactment, 
and derives its precedence over other rules, 
in respect of authority, that is, it derives its 
whole authority from the power devising 
and enacting it. 

Now, as neither of the two great powers, 
ehurch and state, is vested with authority to 
decree rules or laws for the administration 
of the other, it clearly follows, that, any at- 
tempt of the church to decree the rule of 
publication, or any other rule of marriage, 
for the administration of this civi! ordinance 
by the banns of the state, or of its officer, is 
most unwarranted. Are we here to be told, 
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that marriage is a moral and divine institu. 
tion? Civil government itself is, in the 
same sense of the words, a moral and divine 
institution. It is moral, in respect of its 
obligation and end, and divine in respect of 
the authority instituting, which is God. It 
is the ordinance of God to men, for good.— 
The preservation of morality, ves, and of 
religion too, in the external form of it, is 
among the chief ends of all civil govern- 
ment and laws. But when rules are to be 
devised and adopted, by which the civil 
government shall march to the accomplish- 
ment of this end, it belongs to that govern- 
ment itself to devise and ordain its own 
rules, and not to have them imposed by the 
enactment of Synods and councils. Civil 
rulers are amenable for their moral deport- 
ment, in the exercise of their civil function, 
only to the precepts of the two tables, and 
through them tothe church of which they 
are members. But in their private actions, 
civil rulers, like other persons, are amena- 
ble for their moral conduct, immediately and 
directly to the rulers of the church, by vir- 
tue of that precept of the two tables, which 
subjects him to her authority. For this, 
Honor thy father and thy mother, binds 
all persons, as members of the church, and 
therefore binds magistrates who are mem- 
bers, in their private capacity, to observe 
any just rule of the church’s enactment.— 
But the church is neither father nor mother 
to the civil ruler, in his public and official 
capacity: She has no warrant from Christ 
to say tu him,—** My son, I find it expedi- 
ent and comely, that all persons before mar- 
riage, be published ; I therefore command 
thee, my son, to administer marriage upon 
no other plan, under pain of my displea- 
sure.”? Both church and state are included 
in the general title of father and mother, in 
the fifth commandment. So that if the 
church may assume the tone of parental au- 
thority over the state, then the state may 
use in reply the same tone of command to- 
ward the church. Then each has a right to 
command the other, as its son and inferior, 
in all cases and causes whatever; which is 
self-contradictory and absurd. ‘I he church 
commands the civil ruler to rule and admin- 
ister according to her rules: the state com- 
mands the church and her ministers, to rule 
and minister according to state laws. And 
no exception is to be made of causes or ca- 
ses Who cannot see, that, from such an 
unlimited claim of empire on both sides, 
collisions and contentions of great danger 
must arise? It is quite evasive here, te 
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say that the officers of each power are to be 
mutually subject to each other, while that 
subjection is not defined. For, unless we 
admit the absurdity, of two distinct and mutu- 
ally independent kingdoms being subject to 
each other, that subjection, itis plain, which 
each class of officers owes the other, must 
have its limits. Only let these limits be 
drawn, and the controversy, I trust, will 
instantly cease. Let the boundary, | say, 
be drawn. Forif the act of administering 
the ordinances of divine worship, by the 
ministry, be not exclusively subjected to the 
church’s own rules and regulations, | ask 
what is? And if the act of administering 
the civil in-titution of marriage by the ma- 
gistrate, be not exclusively subjected to the 
state’s own rules and regulations, | ask 
what is? Each power then has jurisdiction 
over the persons invested with the other, 
and to a certain extent over all their ac- 
tions; but not soas to enact and impose laws 
upon all their actions, nor upon any of 
their official actions. Each power has juris- 
diction over all the actions of persons in- 
vested with the other power. But ecclesi- 
astical officers are amenable for their con- 
duct. in the exercise of their spiritual func- 
tion, directly and immediately to the pre- 
cepts of the moral law alone, and - through 
these to the state. Civil officers are ame- 
nable for the manner of exercising their civil 
functions, immediately and directly to the 
precepts of the moral law alone, and through 
this to the church. But in all other cases, 
than in the exercise of their proper and re- 
spective functions, the officers, no less than 
the members of each society, are subject 
directly and immediately to the rules and 
regulations of the other. The ci urch and 
state then mutually owe each other certain 
relative duties, by virtue of the fifth com- 
mand. But it is the duties, aot of superi- 
ors and inferiors, but of equals. If the 
church has, from the morality of the end to 
be accomplished, a right to make rules for 
the state in one case, why not in another ? 
If she has a right over one magistrate, be- 
ing a member, why not over all magistrates, 
being members ? Why not over the com- 
munity itself “in their primary and con- 
junct capacity,” this being wholly or princi- 
pally composed of ehurch-members? So 
that if such a right is competent to the 
church in one case, a!! that is wanting to give 
her the complete control of the constitution, 
laws, and administration of the nation, is, 
that all or most men do their duty, and be- 
eome church-members, 


Further, is it too nice a distinction, which 
is made here, between the church-member 
and the magistrate, when the two characters 
are incident to the same man’? The dis- 
tinction is equally nice between the subject 
of civil government and the minister, when 
these terms can designate the same iniJivid- 
ual. Has the church a parental authority to 
control, suspend, and prohibit, by rules of 
her own enactment. the magistrate’s admin- 
istration of the ordinance of marriage ?>— 
The state will have the same parental au- 
thority todo the same with respect to the 
minister’s dispensation of the word and sa- 
craments. But it is only when some rule 
is necessary to prevent sin, says the advo- 
cate of this power,on behalf of the church, 
So says the advocate of a similar power, on 
behalf of the state. It is to prevent sin, 
the deadly sin of treasonand rebellion, An 
attempt by the civil powers, to prohibit min- 
isters from dispensing the word and sacra- 
ments, except on specific days, according to 
legally prescribed forms, and in legally au- 
thorized places of worship, has been by a 
bright cloud of martyrs, resisted unto blood. 
An attempt by the spiritual power to prohi- 
bit the administration of any civil institu- 
tion, such as marriage, except it be done 
according to the Westminster Drrecto- 
Ry, that is, except it be done in the place of 
worship, by a minister of the word, and with 
the previous publication of banns, or except 
it be done according to some one of these 
rules, or to some other rule of the church’s 
own enactment ; isa grasp at power, by 
some, which will be resisted, at the risk of 
incurring the highest ecclesiastical censures. 
But it may be objected, that the rule in ques- 
tion, being found by the church to be expe- 
dient, and she having divine authority to 
enact it for her members, the rule of course 
becomes a divine rule, and magistrates are 
therefore censurable for its violation. It 
may be answered, first, the idea of the Svn- 
od making a divive rule, is both popish and 
ridiculous. If publication is necessary at 
all times and in all circumstances, then it is 
a divine rule and nota mere rule of expedi- 
ency. But this is a thing yet to to be pro- 
ved, and has never yet beenaflirmed in an 
judicial deed of any reformed church. The 
rule in question, no auth rity, either of 
church or state, can place upon the sacred 
tablets, it not beimg originally imprinted 
there by the finger of God. Ihe church 
th refore cannot make the rule reach the 
magistrate through that medium, or a8 a di- 
vine precept. And second, the church has 














authority to enact rules of expediency for 
her own members, but not in things purely 
civil. As marriage is an institution purely 
civil, the act of administering it by the civil 
officer, must be a purely civil act; and the 
church has no authority to enact a rule of 
expediency about this act ‘The obedience 
which is due to any tule of expediency, is 
only an obedience to the filth commandinent, 
“ jfonor thy father and thy mother.”— 
But the church having no parental authority 
over the state. or which is the same thing, 
the magistracy in all the proper acts thereof, 
not being under the control of the ministry, 
but being an independent power, th» church 
in the act of legislation, cannot make her 
laws reach the magisterial act and exercise. 
These are beyond the precincts of her juris- 
diction: And where the» is the obedience, 
which the divine precept exacts of the ma- 
gistrate, in favorof the church-rule of ex- 
pediency ? Each of these two great socie- 
ties is vested with full power to enact all 
necessary rules of expediency for itself, and 
for itself only. All rules or laws, that can 
he righteously enacted, either by cherch or 
state, are laws of expediency, unless they be 
merely declarative. And let it be noticed, 
too that the want of this expediency does 
not in a!l cases invalidate the law If the 
expediency then of the matter enacted, gives 
the church a right to extend the enactment, 
so as to comprehend under its dominion the 
civil administration, or any act of it; if it 
gives hera right to enforce enactment by 
means of spiritual pains and penalties, all 
limits to the ecclesiastical power of legisla- 
lion, as it respects objects and matters legis- 
tated upon, are entirely removed. Nothing 
is wanting, as has been shown before, but 
that most officers of government and members 
of the community become church members, 
in order to place in the hands of ecclesiastics 
the complete control of the whole machinery 
of government, and of the interests of the 
naion. Synods will then have power * to 
declare war and make peace,” by decreeing 
them to be expedient, and censuring their 
members fur non-compliance. They will have 
power to elevate one of the most favorite 
sons of the church to the imperial dignity, 
and again to dethrone him, by declaring. in 
each case, the measure to be expedient and 
necessary, as indeed it possibly may be, for 
the preservation of morality and religion. 
If the church has the mght to pronibit mar- 
riages ppon the principle of expediency ; why 
not upon the same principle to prohibit land 
titles, taxes, and tariffs! Let the officers 
of the revenue, who connive at sin, by col- 
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lecting an injudicious, that is, an ine 

dient tariff, be censured. All this, howe- 
ver, has been acted by the exalted man of 
sin. And neither the Reman church, nor 
its head, ever held nor with their own hand 


wielded the physical engines for ruling the 
kingdoms and empires of the earth. But 


they have ruled them. And if this is not 
to be effected by the means now under re- 
view, if it is not to be effected by enacting 
and inflicting spiritual pains and penalties, 
enforcing rules of expediency, fixing the 
qualifications of the rulers and the ruled, so 
as tu exclude the one from office, and the 
other from the benefit of it, in whole or in 
part ; then let some person tell me how it is 
to be effected. 

It is out of place, to plead in this matter, 
the duty of not giving offence in things in- 
different. For where no rule is enaeted, 
no offence, in breaking it, can be committed, 
And it is the power to enact the rule, that 
is, to enact that part of the rule of publica- 
tion which is supposed to relate to the civil 
administration which is here questioned and 
denied. Suppose our Synod to be now in 
the act of deliberating whether or not to 
pass an act prohibiting magistrates from 
inarrying persons without publication. They 
have no authority to pss such an act. If 
such an enactment, then, bas already been 
passed, which I do not believe, itis not on: 
ly sinful in respect of its origin, being an 
assumption of power ; but it is for the want 
of power in its framers, utterly null and 
void. It ought to be reversed, but cannot 
be broken: there is nothing to break but a 
nullity. And it is very far from being mat- 
ter of indifference whether or not the church 
shall invest herself with a supremacy over the 
civil administration ? And whether or not 
people shall submit to this supremacy of their 
church rulers ? And whether or not minis- 
ters and sessions shall enforce such submis- 
sion upon their people by censures ? And 
whether or not, for refusing t!.us to enforce 
it, they shall themselves be censured and 
excommunicated ! These things are not 
matters of indifference. It is foreign to the 
point to plead, that our state laws do not en- 
join itupon magistrates to solemnize mar- 
Suppose. but not granting this to be 
the fact; yet marriage, being a civil insti- 
tution, to which all men have a natural right, 
and a might not to be alienated by infidelity, 
schism, or non-conformity to any church 
rule; it is the duty of the state, that is, 
of such of its officers as are legally authoris- 
ed ; it is a duty imposed upon them by the 
law and light of nature, to afford all their 
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subjects a decent solemnization when called 
upon, notwithstanding the infidelity, schism, 
or non-conformity of the applicant. And for 
the church to pass a decree against this, is 
to frame decrees against the law of nature, 
under which the magistrate acts, against a 
law which is paramount to all other laws, 
both human and divine. 

It is a deceptious thing to plead the small- 
ness of the crime committed by the magis- 
trate in this neglect ; the smallness of the 
encroachment made by the church upon the 
just claims of the state. The principle is 
the same, whether the case involving it be 
small or great. The most unbounded ex- 
altation of the man of sin had but small be- 
ginnings, the result of which was neither 
designed nor foreseen by the usurpers them- 
selves. And if forbearance of small offences 
be a duty, as 1 think it may, the for- 
bearance can only be on the side of those 
possessing power, and must consist in the 
lenient exercise thereof. It is one thing to 
tell a minister or session to forbear censur- 
ing some stall offence ; and another thing 
to tell them to censure and excommunicate 
for some small thing which is no offence, or 
even for some important duty ; and to tell 
them to do this upon pain of incurring them- 
selves the same sentence that is decreed for 
the alleged offender. It is one thing for the 
eldership of a congregation to censure some 
small mistake ina brother, and anoth:r thing 
for such an eldership knowingly to excommu- 
nicate an innocent brother, merely because 
some synod or council commands it, and thus 
to crouch down under the command, and 
Jend their shoulders to exalt an impious spi- 
rituality into the seat of civil dominion. 

If synods and councils must legislate, and 
sometimes they cannot, | confess conven- 
iently avoid it, let them legislate for their 
own spiritual cases, of which the civil ad- 
ministration forms no part. Render unto 
Cesar the things which are Casar’s and 
unto God the things which are God’s. | 
must still cherish a hope that our synod will 
patiently weigh the import of the injunc- 
tion, in reference to the question of publi- 
cati n, which is now lying for three years 
upon their table. They ought certainly 
either to abolish the rule, according to the 
report of their committee, or at least to place 
it where the Westminster Assembly did, in 
the directory for worship, for the use of 
ministers, who alone are to lead in the wor- 
ship ; and not in the code of law or statute 
book, which is to define the duties of justices 
of the peace. 





The writer of these remarks offers them 
under the recollection, that the pages of the 
Monrtor have been laid open to the contri- 
butions of any minister of the Associate 
church, and that able and zealous opponents 
are to be confronted, if he has written any 
thing amiss. No just blame. therefore, can 
even poss bly attach to the editor,no detriment 
arise to the cause of truth, from giving both 
sides of the subject, when requested, a free 
and full insertion. 


——_ 


[For the Religious Monitor. ] 
THE CHURCH’S GREATEST ENEMIES ARE 
WITHIN HER. 


The truth of this proposition might be 
inferred from the fact that the believer’s 
greatest enemy is in his own remaining cor- 
ruptions. Were it not for these, Satan’s 
temptations and the world’s allurements 
would have comparatively little power to 
hurt him. But these, like so many traitors 
concealed within the walls of the city, are 
ever ready to co-operate with the besieging 
enemy without. And when believers are 
acting in their congregated capacity, these 
corruptions have still greater power to an- 
noy, and hurt, in consequence of mutual ex- 
citement and co-operation This would be 
true, suppose the church were composed of 
true believers only ; but when this is not the 
case, and she has always numbers, and we 
know not how great numbers, within her, 
whose hearts are wholly corrupt, who have 
not a single motive or feeling in common 
with her love to Christ and his gospel ; and 
whose ruling principles. divested of their 
specious coverings, are nothing else than a 
settled enmity against every thing that is 
peculiar to her as the house of God, the pil- 
lar and ground of the truth, it must be apparent 
that ber danger from within is tenfold in- 
creased. As there isa great variety of mo- 
tives and considerations for joining the visi- 
ble church, that may come within the scope 
of an unrenewed mind, so it is likely that 
many classes of heart enemies will seek 
into her fellowship. When a man becomes 
uneasy by the accusations of -his conscience, 
he very read ly supposes that he will find 
relief by joining the church; and although 
this single consideration of itself threatens 
no evil to the church, yet it brings into her, 
aman whose heart is enmity against God 
and Christ and against the humbling truths 
of the gospel There is in some circles of 
society, 2 common idea of a certain respec. 
tability of character, as attaching itself te 
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a profession of Religion, and it frequently 
gathers into the church the greatest number 
of those, in such a place, that are setting up 
for respectable characters. There are oth- 
ers that could easily dispense with a profes- 
sion of religion for themselves, but they have 
in some way been led to think that it would 
be a dreadful thing not to have their chiid- 
ren christened, and for this end they seek 
into the church. And there are several in 
every generation, that enter the church for 
no other reason but because they expect it 
to have a favorable influence upon the at- 
tainment of that object, whatever it may be, 
of which they are in pursuit Are they 
commercial men? then it may draw the cus- 
tom of a neighbothood. Are they political 
men? then it may elicit a number of votes 
at an election. Yet secretly they have 
never given themselves a single serious 
thought upon religion at all, what it is, or 
whether it is, or whether the whole be nota 
“cunningly devised fable.” Men, of such 
principles may not only obtain admission into 
the church, but frequently into the greatest 
confilence and trust ; yea, into office itself, 
even the highest office which Christ has ap- 
pointed in his church: For while these mo- 
tives, that are the real ones, and mark a 
character decisively hostile to the best inter- 
ests of the church, are not the ostensible 
ones, there is nothing in the discipline to 
keep them out. And while the most honest 
of church officers are but short-sighted, fal- 
lible men, and also bound to make all due 
allowances to those that appear weak in the 
faith, it cannot be a very difficult thing for 
designing men to put on a deceiving appear- 
ance, and thereby to enter the church.— 
Now, when men of such a character may 
enter into fellowship, and into office, and 
have the managing of ecclesiastical atfairs in 
their hands, must it not be obvious that the 
greatest enemy is within? 

But my intention is to depend on history, 
chiefly, fo illustration. It may be recollect- 
ed by most of my readers, that Balak, king 
of Moab, evinced a very great anxiety to 
curse Israel—that he sent all the way to 
Balaam, who was no doubt accounted the 
most celebrated Diviner in those times, and 
offered him great rewards to come and curse 
Israel ; and, when the first messenger did 
not succeed, he sent others. yet more honor- 


able, to induce him to come: And also, that . 


Balaam was not, by any means, deficient of 
the same hostile spirit; but neither of them 
could effect any thing, until a number of the 
Israelites themsélves, somewhat ashamed of 
the peculiarities of their profession, and its 
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unsociability, determined to go for once, and 
hear, and see, the sacrificing and other rites 
of their neighbors—then there was a way 
made for the wrath of God to come upon 
them, and twenty-four thousand of them 
fell at that time. 

Alter Israel was settled in the land of 
promise. the people were many times en- 
snared by the example and the wiles of their 
heathen neighbors, into idolatry, which as 
often drew down upon them heavy strokes 
of God’s fatherly anger; but they still re. 
pented when their troubles came to an ex- 
tremity, and humbled themselves and cried 
to the Lord, and so was delivered, until 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat arose up from 
among themselves. He it was that set up 
the two golden calves, and gave idolatry a 
permanent establishment in the land.  Af- 
ter this, we hear no more of Israel returning 
with weeping and supplication, to serve the 
Lord God, and him only. And it is men- 
tioned at the beginning of almost every 
king’s reign. that “he walked in all the 
ways of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith 
he made Israe! to sin. And this worship of 
the two calves is enumerated among the 
causes, (Kings 17.16.) wherefore God sent 
them out of his land into captivity. And 
therefore, let it be observed, that it was 
neither the Syrians of Damascus, nor the 
Assyrians, nor any foreign power, but this 
son of the church, Jeroboam, that caused the 
ruin of Israel, and the desolation of the 
land It was he, and no other, that turned 
them away from God, and set them into the 
way of all wickedness, which was the pro- 
curing cause of all the judgments that came 
upon them, from that time forward. Even 
the mischief done by foreign enemies, he 
procured it, by this sin which he caused Is- 
rae] to sin from one generation to another. 

Judah had many enemies ruund about 
him The Philistines, Egyptians, Sodom- 
ites, Moabites, Ammonites, Syrians, and 
Israel their brethren, and at length the king 
of Babylon. And they annoyed them fre- 
quently by their incursions, and did great 
mischief to the country, and carried off the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
King’s house. but none of them all done 
so great evil, as a set of deceivers that rose 
up among themselves, who pretended to be 
prophets. Who besides their wicked de- 
ception which they practiced, and the false 
doctrine which they propagated, in favor of 
the reigning superstition, used their utmost 
efforts to bring discredit upon the true pro- 
phets of the Lord and their faithful warn- 
ings, and to persuade the king and the prin- 
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ces that they would have peace—that Nebu- 
chadnezzer would not come—that Jerusalem 
should not be given into his hand. And 
they were successful in lulling the council of 
the nation into a most stupid and fatal secu- 
rity, until the very last hour for escaping de- 
struction expired. Had it not been for 
them, the city and country might have been 
saved, as also the lives of a great many 
people. And had it not been for their delu- 
ded followers, there might have even after 
the destruction of the city, a remnant of 
Judah lived peaceably in the land. 

After their return from the seventy years 
captivity, Judah and Benjamin met with 
fierce and untiring opposition from their 
neighbors, especially the Samaritans, and 
they were obliged to hold their weapon in 
the one hand, and build with the other; but 
we do not read that any of their enemies 
did halfso much to trouble the church, as 
those classes of persons among themselves, 
addressed by Haggai, 2. 14. and Malachi, 
chapters Ast, 2d and Sd. Ona account of 
their wickedness, God had restrained the in- 
fluences of heaven, and sent out devouring 
insects upon the fruits of their ground, by 
which they were brought to the brink of ru- 
in. Those who “ offerred the blind, the 
lame, and the sick, those that “ profaned 
the name of God,’”’—+that dealt treacherous- 
ly with the wife of their youth, the “ sor- 
cerers, adulterers, the false swearers, the 
oppressors of the hireling, the widow and 
the fatherless, and that turned aside the 
strangers ; those priests that departed out of 
the way, and caused many to stumble— 
they were the troublers of Israel. 

Was it not one of Christ’s own disciples 
that betrayed him, and was it not men in the 
church, and the chief men in office at the 
time, that crucified him ? Where is there a 
parallel to be found to this, in the annals of 
hostility to the church ? Pilate, although no 
friend to Christ or his cause, shuddered at 
the crime. This crime of all crimes, was 
committed against Christ in the house of his 
friends. 

Again : If we examine the state of the 
churches planted by the apostles, we find the 
greatest mischief that was done to them, 
was by a set of men that rosé up within 
them and contended for the observance of 
the laws of Moses along with the gospel, 
and especially they insisted on circumcision. 
They said, ‘‘ except ye be circumcised after 
the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.” 
Acts, 15th chapter throughout. Their doc- 
trine touched the very foundations of Chris- 
tian faith and hope, and they were unhappi- 
Vox. 1x. 
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ly successful in unsettling multitudes. The 
extent of the trouble which they raised, may 
be gathered from sundry places, and particu- 
larly the Epistle to the Galatians, which was 
written for the purpose of settling the ques- 
tion. “ As many, says he, as desire to 
make a fair shew in the flesh they constrain 
you to be circumcised, only lest they should 
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 
For neither they themselves who are circum- 
cised keep the law, but desire to have you cir- 
cumcised that they may glory in your flesh, 
Gal. vi. 12,18. I would they were even 
cut off which trouble you. Ch. v. 12. 

The greatest — which the Colos- 
sians were in, was from men professing to 
teach the way of truth : “ Beware,” says 
the Apostle, “lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Christ.” Again: 
»* Let no man beguile you of your reward 
in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 
angels, intruding into those things which he 
hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind, not holding the head,” &c. And the 
whole epistle seems to have been written 
with a similar design to that of the Gala- 
tians, to put them on their guard against 
those men who were among themselves, 
pretending to teach a better and purer way 
of the gospel than Paul had taught. * And 
this 1 say lest any man beguile you with en- 
ticing words.”” Ch. ii. 4—18. 

His warning to the Philippians, implies 
that they were in danger from the same 
quarter. ‘* Beware of dogs,” thatis, pro. 
fessors who have returned to legal depend- 
ences and self-confidence, which they had 
renounced, as dogs return to their own vomit, 
‘* beware of evil workers, beware of the 
concision—For many walk of whom I have 
often told you, and now tell you, even weep- 
ing, that thay are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose 
God is their belly, and whose glory is their 
shame, who mind earthly things.” Chap. 
iii. 2. 18, 19. 

The epistles to the Thessalonians appear 
to be a warning also against some within. 
the church, who were giving forth contrary 
doctrine to that taught by the apostle respect- 
ing the day of judgment, and who had been 
insinuating against his doctrine and deport- 
ment ; and particularly the second epistle, 
in which he says : ‘* Now we beseech you, 
brethren, by the coming of the Lord Jesus, 
and by our gathering together unto him, 
that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor 
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by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ 
is at hand. Let no man deceive you by 
any means,” &c. 2 Epis. chap. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
** Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which ye have been taught, whe- 
ther by word or our epistle.” Verse 15. 

In his instructions to Timothy, it likewise 
appears, that his greatest fear of trouble 
was from within, and from men in office.— 
** As I besought thee to abide at Ephesus 
when I went into Macedonia, that thou 
mightest charge some that they teach no 
other doctrine, neither give heed to fables 
and endless genealogies, which minister 
questions rather than godly edifying which 
is in faith; so do. Now, the end of the 
commandment is charity, out ofa pure heart 
and of a good conscience, and faith unfeign- 
ed ; from which some having swerved, 
have turned aside unto vain jangling, de- 
siring to be teachers of the law, understand- 
ing neither what they say, nor whereof they 
affirm,” Again: ‘“ Holding faith and a 
good conscience, which some having put 
away concerning faith have made shipwreck, 
of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander, 
whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they 
may learn not to blaspheme.” 1 Tim. ch. 
i. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 19, 20. 

This would appear to have been the be- 
ginning of those evils of which he forewarn- 
ed the Ephesians themselves. Acts xx. 29. 
** For I know this, that after my departing 
shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves 
shall men arise speaking perverse things to 
draw away disciples after them. Therefore 
watch,” &c. 

{n the second epistle to Timothy, we find 
the apostle again warning against internal 
enemies as by far the most dangerous, 
“« Of these things put them in remembrance, 
charging them before the Lord that they 
strive not about words to no profit, but to 
the subverting of the hearers—shun profane 
and vain babblings for they will increase to 
more ungodliness, and their word will eat 
as doth a canker, of whom is Hymeneus and 
Philetus, who concerning the truth have 
erred, saying that the resurrection is past 
already, and overthrow the faith of some.” 
Ch. ii. 14. 16,17, 18. 

In this epistle he gives out a solemn 
warning to the whole church to prepare for 
the greatest dangers to her interest frora men 
having a ‘‘ form of godliness,” that they 
will ever meet with to the end of time:— 
‘¢ This know also, that in the last days per- 
ilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boast- 
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ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to pa- 
rents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce breakers, false swearers, in- 
continent, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good. Traitors, heady, high minded, lov- 
ers of pleasure more than lovers of God. 
Having a form of godliness! but deny- 
ing the power thereof.” After such a long 
catalogue of vices, and every one of them 
characteristic, any, the least pretence to 
godliness, may well fill us with astonish- 
ment to think of the daring hypocrisy, and 
the bottomless deceit of the human heart, 
But the prediction has long since been ful- 
filled, not only in the holy fathers of the 
Roman Catholic communion, but in others 
who think themselves sufficiently remote 
from their corruptions. But can there be 
any external enemy conceived to have more 
hostility in his heart than is here concealed 
under the form of godliness ? or any one 
whose characteristic principles could lead 
him to present a greater front of opposition 
to the whole interests of the church? I think 
not. 

In the epistle to Titus we find the same 
sort of enemies pointed out, and the trouble 
caused by them as exceeding all other trou- 
ble besides. He describes them as “ many 
unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, espe- 
cially they of the circumcision, whose mouths 
must be stopped, who subvert whele houses, 
teaching things which they ought not, for 
filthy lucre’s sake. They profess that they 
know God, but in works they deny him, be- 
ing abominable and disobedient, and to eve- 
ry good work reprobate. Ch. i. 10, 11. 16, 

The Apostle Peter was also aware of 
them, and warned those among whom he had 
preached the gospel against them. And he 
gives such ay account of them, and of their 
opposition, as no external enemy mentioned 
in the whole extent of sacred history can 
equal. ‘ But there were false prophets 
among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction; and many 
shall follow their pernicious ways ; by rea- 
son of whom the way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of,and through covetousness shall they 
with feigned words make merchandise of 
you ; whose judgment now of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnatioa slumber- 
eth not, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3, to the end. 

And Jude declares that this same descrip- 
tion of enemies had actually made their ap- 
pearance in the church. ‘ For,” says he, 
‘* there are certain men crept in unawares, 
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who were before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation ; ungodly men, turning the grace 
of our God into Jasciviousness, and denyin 
the only God and our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Verse 4. 

John, in his first epistle, calls them “ An- 
ti-Christs,” which is the proper name of that 
whole class of enemies together. Tor there 
cannot be an-enemy in the church without his 
being anAnti-Christ, or one setting up against 
Christ And the epistle itself is intended 
as a warning against them. “ These things,” 
he says, ** have I written unto you concern- 
ing them that seduce you.” Ch. il. 26.— 
Again : “ Beloved, believe not every spi- 
rit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God ; because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.”? Chap. iv. 1. 

His second epistle was written for the 
same purpose, viz. “‘ for the truth’s sake,” 
Verse 2. “ For many deceivers are en- 
tered into the world who confess not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is 
a deceiver and an Anti-Christ. Look to 
yourselves, that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought, but that we re- 
ceive a full reward. Ver. 7, & He that abid- 
eth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your houses, nor bid him God 
speed.” Ver. 9,10. Inall these epistles, 
the apostles carefully point out these inter- 
nal enemies, and warn against them with 
the greatest earnestness, while there is com- 
paratively little said about other enemies, 
because they could comparatively do but 
little mischief. 

In the case of the seven churches of Asia, 
so far as can be gathered from the short epis- 
tles addressed to them in the second and 
third chapters of the Revelations, we can 
still perceive the truth of our proposition il- 
lustrated. The only troublers of the Church 
of Ephesus, were men “ who said that they 
were apostles and were not, but were liars,” 
together with the Nicolaitanes. Ch. ii. 2. 6. 
The church of Smyrna was distressed with 
“ the blasphemy of them that said they were 
Jews ard were not, but were of the 
synagogue of satan.’””? Ch. ii. 9. The church 
of Pergamos was in the midst of persecution, 
and it cost them great labor and self denial 
to hold fast Christ’s name. They had to do 
it at the risque of their life” ; and Antipas, 
one of them, was put to death for his pro- 
fession. But all this did not hurt them near 
so much as some that were among them- 
selves, ** who held the doctrine of Baalam, 
who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block 
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before the children of Israel, and to eat 
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit for- 
nication, and some that held the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitanes. The church of Thyatira 
was in danger from “ that woman Jezebel,” 
whom they suffered, ** that taught and call- 
ed herself a prophetess.” For she had se- 
duced both ministers and people into forni- 
cation and idolatry. Chap. ii. 14—20. The 
church of Sardis was brought to the very 
brink of destruction, or more properly to the 
point of expiring, by a set of formal profes- 
sors and preachers. Ch. iii. 1. And the 
church of Laodicea was almost ruined by 
men of a self-confident spirit, who said that 
they stood in need of nothing. Ver. 17, 
The scriptures, with one voice, declare that 
those enemies that are within the church are 
the greatest and most dangerous, and there- 
fore it is that their warnings are chiefl 
against such. Were the history of the Chris- 
tian church to be searched from the time that 
the Scriptures were completed, down to the 
present, it would afford us fresh proofs of the 
same thing. <A passing glance at this is all 
that can be proposed here. It is generally 
known that during a great part of the three 
first centuries, the Roman power was, in va- 
rious ways, employed to ee the Chris- 
tian church. For this end persecution was 
chiefly employed. And the Christians were 
oppressed in every way, and subjected to 
torture and death of every form ; and their 
blood was sometimes made to flow in streams. 
Multitudes were banished. Their goods 
were confiscated. Their places of worshi 
were shut, and what of their bibles could be 
found were committed to the flames. But 
great and sore as these persecutions were, 
it is also well known that they did no mis- 
chief at all in comparison with that which 
sprung up within the church, and which was 
carried on and augmented from age to age, 
by men of proud and ambitious spirits, occu- 
pying the place of Christ’s servants. Arius 
was one within the church that rose up and 
denied the Godhead of Jesus Christ. Ma- 
cedonius was another who carried the heresy 
of Arius a step farther, and also applied it 
to the Holy Ghost. Another arose, and con- 
tended that there were two persons in 
Christ ; and another that went to the oppo- 
site extreme, and said there was but one na- 
ture as well as one person ; and a host of 
others, whose doctrine fell upon the church 
like a furious storm of * hail and fire, 
mingled with blood,” Rev. viii. 7., and 
made the visible church a spiritual desola- 
tion, wherever they came. 

The episcopacy also arose, and claimed 
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at first only a precedency among teaching 

resbyters, but increasing in its usurpations, 
it claimed at length for the bishop of Rome 
universal authority over the whole Christian 
ehurch By him and his agents was the 
ehurch cf (Christ completely revolutionized, 
in so meehthst the house of God became the 
synagogue of satan, 2 habitation of devils, 
and the chaste spouse of Christ became the 
mother of harlots, and abominations of the 
earth ; and in him was identified “the man 
of sin, the son of perdition, who opposeth 
and exalteth himself above al! that is called 
God, or that is worsbipped—whose coming 
is. after the working of satan, with all power 
and signs, and lying wonders.”” Indeed, 
nothing more seems necessary to render the 
proof of my proposition most eonclusive, 
than, 2 just comparison, of the character and 
history of this one internal enemy, with any 
external enemy, or with all of them togeth- 
er, that have ever appeared upon the field 
since the beginning ; for then i must be 
seen that he has exceeded them ail as much 
as Daniel’s fourth beast, the symbol of bim, 
did the three that went before it. 

To those that are in any measure ac 
quainted with the history of the church, it 
cannot be a doubt whether the deeline of all 
the churches. of the Reformation and the 
overthrow of some of tiem, be owing more 
to. opposition from. without or from, w7thin 
They did all of them more or less meet with 

reat opposition, from, without, particularly 
Son such of the monarchy of Europe as 
were in the influence of the court of Rome. 
Many of them suffered persecution perhaps 
the most bloody and ingeniously cruel that 
was ever set on foot by the agents of hell. 
They wese opposed also by the most artful 
yeasoning whicl; the popisli party could com- 
mand. They were also assailed with slan- 
der by those whose stations and high char- 
acters prevented a fair investigation from 
taking place. [ut none of these methods of 
attack, nor, all of them together were able to 
arush, the Reformation. Nay at sundry 
times the v:isdom of God made tliem sub- 
serve its advancement. But when such a 
man as Melancthon proposed to temporize a 
little with the popish. party and to take the 
Jaterim with some abatements, it produced 
almost irreparatle mischief and kindled a 
fire in the Lutheran. cliurelies which was 
frequently wear to.consuming tlie. Tlow- 
ever great a friend he might be at heart, in 
this particular he acted the part of a worst 
enemy. 

When Arminius, 2 pastor of Amsterdam, 
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poison into the fountain which so imbittered 
the waters of life that whosoever drank of 
them died. And his followers who have 
continued to be a strong and numerous party 
to this day, have proved to. be a more pow- 
erful and dangerous enemy to the churches 
called Reformed, than all others. 

tn the Reformed church of England it 
was those men who stood up for pre~ 
serving the anti-christian hierarchy a its 
attendant superstitious ceremonies that did 
the greatest evil to her interests. They di- 
vided the friends of truth and seattered 
them, and they oppressed and perseeuted 
those who could not come into. their views. 
And by setaining their popish forms of go- 
verament and worship, they have insured to 
that body, some day, a dissolution. 

Were we to recount the troubles and the 
disasters of the chureh of Scotland, we should 
find the greater part of them to have pro- 
ceeded, first, from treacherous men within 
her own communion, who could profess ane 
even swear attaeliment to her seriptural or- 
der and yet secretly panting after thie false 
splendour and usurped power of a diocesam 
bishop; next, from a set of men pleasers: 
who resolved to admit into the church again 
men who had been justly east out for their 
malignant principles, in sach an easy way: 
as afforded no sufficient evidence of repent- 
ance, which was soon most abundantly prov- 
ed by her sad experience = and nerf, from a 
tame and time serving policy, which charae- 
terized the majority of the assembly at its 
first meetings after the revolution, ré8e, 
and /ast/y, from those wiio either consented 
er submitted to a set of thieves and robbers 
entering into her ministry by patronage, by 
which the ebristian people were robbed of 
their rigits—tie doctrine of the gospel. ob- 
scured and corrupted by a teaciier of gross 
Arminian and Arjan blasplemies—and the 
discipline turned into a system of tyranny 
and oppression. Neither the popish despotic 
Stewarts nor the frends of the Fouglists 
Episcopacy did ever half so much to ruin 
that famous echurcli as this. 

As we come down towards our own age,, 
simple interrogatories will cal! evidence: 
enough to te view of most of my readers 
The Secession from its commencement met 
with great opposition from the ruling party 
in the national’ church and. was frowned or. 
by all denominations, but notwithstanding 
this she grew and’ prospered’; but by whom: 
was slie torn mto pieces? By whom was 
she arrayed against herself like Israel’ anc’ 
Judah of old? brother against brother,. 
father against son, and all the tener ties of 
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blood and christian endearment dissevered ? 
« a house divided against itself cannot 
stand? Whoever did this, therefore, 
brought her existence into danger. I need 
pot tell, that they were within ler who did 
this deed, for this is known. By whorn 
have the charches of America been the most 
injured > The churches of New England 
founded by the zealous Paritans? The 
Dutch-Reformed eburch? The Associate 
Reformed church ? The Genera? Assembly 
church? kt has not been by Roman Catholic 
priests, or lordly bishops, or ervil powers, 
every one knows. ‘hat they have all been 
grieviously injured and some of them nearly 
destroyed is undeniable. The New England 
churches are im doctrine, worship and man- 
ner of life no more the same. Many, if not 
the greater part of them, have sunk down to 
the level of those described by Peter and 
Jude, who deny the Godhead of owr Lord 
Jesus Christ. Fhe Dutch Reformed is 
leavened with Eopkinsian and Arminian 
doctrines. The General Assembly is—— 
What ? almost a medley of every sort of 
professors, holding # multitude of diverse 
and strange doctrines. r she is an incon 
gruous assemblage of societies whose views 
ef doctrine and church order exceedingly 
differ. But Hopkinsianistn, Armiaianism, Ve- 
lagianism seen: to prevail, whieh will con- 
eerve and bring forth Socinianism, and that 
ogaim will bring forth baptized deistn 
or atheism is certain, for it has done it al- 
seady. Herorthodox confession fs with very 
many of her communion au obsolete book 
not fit for use. The Associate Reformed 
church has for several years past been se- 
vered into.three different ant distinct parts. 
Who has cone all this? Those who were 
within—men professing to Jove them—men 
solemnly pledged to maintain and promote 
the: special and peeuliar ends of each of these 
societies—men im office im whom their 
brethren and their people placed the great- 
est confidence, have doe alf this? And 
the Associate church cannot have forgotten 
that she too was brougfit the nearest to ex- 
tinction that she has ever been, by those 
that were her own aninisters and people, 
who together with the mmisters and people 
ef the Reformed Presbyterians proposed out 
of the two bodies to make but one, but in- 
stead of this, they only made a third body, 
whose specific ends of association were dif- 
ferent from either of the other two. 

Were the history of single congregations 
withtn ray reach, 1 would not fear that the 
strictest mvestigation of their greatest 
roubles and the causes of them, would con- 
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tradict_the proposition at the top of this paper- 
Tf all the indifferences, neutralities, disatlee- 
trons, and bitter animosities that have ren- 
dered the ordinances unprofitable—the meet- 
ing of brethren a cold civility, and profession 
a dead form, or a daring and confirmed hy- 
pocnisy—were traced to their first cause ; it 
those party jealousies that have defeated or 
paralyzed the discipline of sessions ; those 
flaming controversies and open raptares that 
have dissolved pastoral relations, ereeted 
new congregations and new denominations 
—were fully examined—they would be 
found to have been generated by the pride, 
the ambition, the carnal policy, the tyranni- 
eal overbearing selfishness, and false heart- 
edness that had place among themselves. 
Yo eonelude this illustration, if that situa- 
tion of the church of Israel be duly consider 
ed, together with all the causes of it, which 
Jehovah has in view when he says, ** O 
fsrael thou hast destroyed thyself? it wilt 
be manifest that there has been but few, if 
avy, situations of trouble and distress inte 
whieh the ehureh has ever found herself, 
when this lamentation eould not be justly 
taker up, respecting her—“TVvow hast de- 
stroyged thyself” Because that situation 
meluded, besides their want of the true reli 
giow and the favouring presence of God, 
and their debasing and wretched idolatry, 
also all their outward miseries and distresses, 
their dissensions, their ruined trade, theis 
scareity of provision, their inability to de- 
fend themselves against foreign aggressions., 
their dependence on foreign help, and what~ 
ever had brouglit them, at this time, to the 
brink of national ruin; wiici was in part 
eaused immediately by foreign foes and in 
part by the immediate hand of God; yet 
nevertheless it was al’ the proper effects 
and natural consequences of their own do- 
ings. ‘hen if so, we may be able to per- 
eeive that all the evils whatsoever, that be- 
fall the visible church are either directly ox 
remotely caused by herself or those within. 
her. And indeed it cannot be otherwise, 
and God’s covenant promise to her remaim 
good. “™ For who is ke that will harm her 
# she be following that which is good >” 
Having established, as | apprehend, the 
truth of my proposition, f now propose first 
to review the ground whiclr has been gone 
over, in order to ascertain the ways and 
means by which the church has been injured 
and sometimes ruined by those within her 
and ; second, endeavour to show how we 
ought to use this for our own preservation. 
Before I begin 1 would take notice of what 
has probably arrested the attention of some 
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readers already, in considering the several 
facts adduced from sacred ro profane his- 
tory, in proof of the above proposition ; that 
a very iarge proportion of the injuries to the 
church from within, has been directly or indi- 
rectly by official men. ‘Those departures 
from the covenant of God, and turning aside 
to doctrines and commandments of men 
which have always eventually brought on 
the church the heaviest calamities, have been 
begun and promoted chiefly by them. And 
when once the church had departed from the 
right ways of God, and was called and en- 
treated to return again; their pride and 
honour and ambitious projects or ignorance 
have been in most cases the chief obstacle 
in the way. Judah, in Jeremiah’s time, 
was most earnestly and frequently entreated 
to return unto God’s ordinances and himself, 
which would have prevented the ruin of 
their country ; but the Princes, the priests 
and the prophets were against it. The same 
eople were again in the days of Christ and 
fie apostles entreated to repent and believe, 
which if they had done would have been 
the means of saving their city and country 
from total destruction, and their souls also 
from the second death, but the rulers of the 
people, the pries/s and doctors, scorned the 
proposal. And since the churches under 
the gospel dispensation have turned away 
from its simplicity, truth and holiness, unto 
ways of their own, it has not been for want 
of warning and entreaty that they have not 
returned, but because lordly Bishops and 
other arch heretics stood in the way. And 
it were easy to multiply instances down to 
the present time. This was an affecting 
consideration to the prophet Isaiah and ought 
not to be less soto us. *O my people,” 
says he, “ they that lead thee cause thee to 
err and destroy the way of thy paths. The 
Lord standeth up to plead and standeth to 
judge the people. The Lord will enter in- 
to judgment with the ancients of his people 
and the princes thereof; for ye have eaten 
up the vineyard. The spoil of the poor is 
in your houses What mean ye? that ye 
beat my people to pieces and grind the fa- 
ces of the poor, saith the Lord.” Ch. iii. 
11, 12, 13. 

But we must not suppose that the office- 
bearers of the church can do much mischief 
alone. This brings me to observe that one 
very prominent means by which they have 
been uble to do mischief is an inclination in- 
variably found among the people ina greater 
or less degree, to put men in the room of 
principles, as though they were the same 
or inseparable. It 1s extremely easy to re- 
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gard principles and the man that teaches 
them as the one complex object of our es. 
teem, and it is very difficult to believe or 
admit that the man who yesterday preached 
sound truth will preach error to-day. Hence 
we are disinclined to examine minutely for 
ourselves what we hear, and are wow to 
censure those who do ; and at length we are 
satisfied to receive it all as sound doctrine if 
sucn a man be the speaker, by means of 
this easy confidence, people may be turned 
fairly about from the entire system of truth 
and instituted worship to its opposites, and 
never suspect that any change has been 
made. They see the same man in the pulpit, 
they meet in the same place, with the same 
people ; they bear the same name and think 
all is well. Nota few have been so en- 
tirely under the influence of this species of 
self deception, in the management of their 
religious concerns (in them only) that if 
there be the external forms of religion at all 
— if the society which they have joined be 
called a church, if the speaker be donomi- 
nated by the common term of office a mi- 
nister and his speeches are styled sermons, 
they are satisfied and see no difference. 
And to those who would have any qualms 
about such wholesale management of soul 
concerns, they would liberally apply the 
cant name bigot. People of this stamp in 
the church of God are neither of rare occur- 
rence, nor lately sprung up. So long ago 
as the days of the Judges we find one of 
them consoling himself upon his easy reli- 
gion, after this manner, ‘* Now I know that 
the Lord will do me good, seeing I have a 
Levite to my Priest.” Ch. xvii. 18. Now 
this manner of determining the points of a 
religious creed is equally well adapted te 
foster profound ignorance in the members of 
a church and to facilitate the designs of a 
crafty and aspiring clergyman. Without 
this aid it would be difficult to account for 
the remarkable success of Jeroboam in turn- 
ing away the ten tribes to idolatry ; or for 
the sudden tergeversation of Judah after so 
great reformations as was wrought by such 
as Hezekiah, Josiah and others ; being now 
accustomed to consider whatever their lead- 
ers did was right, they were equally pre- 
pared to cut down the groves, break down 
the images and slay the idolatrous priests 
and also to rebuild and repair the same as 
the present incumbent should direct. 

When persons within the church, espi- 
cially official men, are set to accomplish 
some purpose of their own, whether the 
gratifying of pride and ambition, by becom- 
ing a chief, in some new party or sect, or 
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to take revenge for some offence real or 
supposed ; they have much greater oppor- 
tunities than others, and if they be ‘‘cunning 
and crafty, lying in wait to deceive,” there 
is scarce any thing to oppose their progress. 
By their office they are constantly called to 
be among the people which not only serves 
to conceal their eagerness to accomplish 
their vile purpose, but imparts to it the ap- 

earance of ministerial zeal and faithfulness, 
while the ear and heart of a confiding people 
are open to every look and expression. 
Keeping this in view, I shall notice here 
some of the arts and wiles which such men 
have used. First, ‘Good words and fair 
speeches.” Rom. xvi. 18. By this means 
says the Apostle, ‘‘ they deceive the hearts 
of the simple,”’ and instead of ‘* serving the 
Lord Jesus,”? which is the holy profession 
with which they cover up their vile deistical 
hypocrisy, “they serve but their own 
belly,”? and at the same time, ‘‘ cause divi- 
sions and offences contrary to ti.e doctrine 
which the church has learned.” Good 
words and fair speeches may be employ- 
ed in many ways, by those who possess the 
unenviable talent of dexterity in using them, 
for the accomplishment of these ends. When 
Jeroboam was afraid of losing his people 
and consequently his honours and riches, by 
their going up to Jerusalem to wait upon 
the ministers of the true religion in the 
Temple, he makes this sweet but short 
speech to them; ‘It is too much for you to 
go up to Jerusalem.” In this their con- 
veniency; their ease, their purses and their 
pride were all consulted ; and the measure 
carried. The worship of calves was forth- 
with set up. Second, They use all means 
to bring discredit on faithful men and 
the doctrine which they preach. We have 
a very correct statement of the plan which 
is generally pursued by them to effect this 
in Jer. xviii. 18, if the reader will examine 
closely, he will find in the passage those 
principles that are one or other always acted 
on when this piece of mischief is to be done 
—* Then said they, come and let us devise 
against Jeremiah, for the Law shall not 
perish from the priest, nor counsel from the 
wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come 
and let us smite him with the tongue and 
let us not give heed to any of his words.” 
Those who spoke after this manner were 
official men, priests and pretended pro- 
phets, who had constant opportunity of com- 
municating their devices to the people and 
the evil which they did was equal to their 
means of doing it. They brought the pro- 
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phet and his message into discredit with the 
multitude and maintained their own ground, 
which was expressed by themselves in the 
following impudent manner. “ There is no 
hope but we wi!l walk after our own devi- 
ces and we will every one do the imagina- 
tion of his evil heart.””> Ver. 12. The pro~ 
phet Amos experienced the same sort of op- 
position to himself and his message. “ Then 
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to Je- 
roboam, king of Israel saying, “* Amos hath 
conspired against thee in the midst of the 
house of Israel and the land is not able to 
bear his words” Ch. vii. 10. Paul met 
with this opposition from the Judaizing 
teachers who thought the observance of the 
law along with the gospel as necessary to 
salvation. They perceived that so long as 
the people believed him to be the true au- 
thorized apostle of the Lord Jesus, and his 
doctrine to be the true gospel they could 
not succeed, accordingly they devised devi- 
ces against both him and his doctrine ; they 
smote him with the tongue. And it is mani- 
fest that the epistle to the Galatians parti- 
cularly, is chiefly designed to repel the im- 
putations which they had cast upon his office 
and his gospel. The great and blessed Sa- 
viour himself met as much of this sort of op- 
position as any of his servants and from the 
men that were in office chiefly. They said 
‘“‘he decieveth the people,” “ he is a Sa- 
maritan,” ‘*he hath a devil.” Third, 
When men in the church adopt this way of 
accomplishing their purpose they generally 
endeavour to represent to the people that 
their views of the professed religion are 
and always have been the correct view of 
it, which necessarily implies that those who 
differ from them have departed from it,— 
have violated their solemn pledges to it and 
the people—are teaching new and strange 
doctrine; and when the “tongue has 
smote”? them awhile with such words, it is 
not difficult to raise the popular indignation 
against them as men that are no longer to 
be followed. It would seem to have been 
the constant aim of the chief priests and 
rabbis to impress it upon the people that 
their views and doctrines of the Law of 
Moses was and ever had been the truth, 
and that Christ was a breaker of the Law, 
especially of the Sabbath and was teaching 
a strange doctrine and was therefore “a de- 
ceiver.”’ It is obvious to any one that the 
Judaising teachers had given out that their 
doctrine was the true gospel and that Paul 
had not preached the true view of it to 
them. It was this that made Paul say to 
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the Galatians, “1 marvel that ye are so 
soon removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ, unto another gospel, 
which is not another, but there be some that 
trouble you and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you 
than than that which we have preached un- 
to you, let him be accursed. Ch. i. 6,7, 
8. Fouth, They are naturally led to 
put out feelers, first to try in private how 
their sentiments and views will be received 
before they set them before the public espe- 
cially such as have auy cunning or manage- 
ment. ‘The apostle seems to have this very 
thing in his eye when he says to Timothy, 
“‘of this sort are they which creep into 
houses and lead captive silly women, laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts.”” Ch. 
i. 3. 6. And when he says to Titus, 
“who subvert whole houses teaching 
things which they ought not for filthy lucres 
sake.”? Ch. i. 11. Now, that this way of 
privately practicing on the minds of women 
is a very skillful one will not be denied by 
those who remember how successful it was 
with our first mother. And when men with- 
in that have constant opportunity for it are 
disposed to use it for the purpose of turning 
the minds of the people away from the truth, 
they are so much the more dangerous ene- 
mies. They are like those who mine under, 
not the enemy’s, but their own fort, and la 

the train and hold the match in their hand 
ready to blow all tu atoms before there can 
be a suspicion of any danger. Fifth, An 
unsanctified ingenuity is another and pow- 
erful means by which men within have 
brought many churches to desolation, The 
apostle terms it ‘* man’s wisdom” and “ the 
wisdom of this world,” which cometh to 
nought. 1 Corinth. ii. 4. 6. This is it 
which findeth out those * enticing words” 
by which men grow to have a distaste for 
the simplicity of the gospel and are beguiled 
out of acquaintance with Christ. It mi- 
nisters questions rather than godly edify- 
ing.’ 1 Tim. i. 4. It kindles men into ‘*a 
strife about words to no profit, but to the 
subverting of the hearers.” 2 Tim. ii. 14, 
It ** spoils the church of every thing spiri- 
tual and scriptual through its philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, alter 
the rudiments of the world and not after 
Christ.”” Col. 1. 8. And what evil has it 
not done? Before the coming of Christ in 
the flesh it ‘‘ made void the law by its false 
glosses and its tradition.” And since he 
has appeared, it has, with its new doctrines, 
modes of explanation, distinctions and defi- 








notions, its rites, ceremonies, allegories, 
mysteries and miracles, ‘ darkened the sun 
and the air and enveloped the christian world 
in the thick darkness of a gloomy supersti- 
tion, under the veil of which the mother vu, 

harlots practices all her abomination. When 
ingenuity is under the control of faith and 
actuated by love, it may be a blessed means 
of edification to the body of Christ, but 
when it is left to its own management it 
will never cease till it has supplanted Christ 
and every thing scriptural in the church, by 
its own innovations, as any one may see this 
day. Sixth, “ The love of this present 
world” is another powerful means for coing 
hurt to the church. And it is the more so 
because it is so congenial to the carnal man. 
Some, for sake of its “ filthy lucre” enter 
the ministry and others leave it for the same 
thing. ‘* Demas hath forsaken me having 
loved this present world.” When a man 
of a worldly spirit has power in the church; 
he will of course strive as much as in him 
lies to put the stamp of his own mind om 
every thing within his influence, His ser- 
mons will be moulded so as not to offend, 
at least a worldly audience. His judicial voice 
in church courts will be given in favour of 
the man with the gold ring. He will be 
for doing away from worship and discipline 
all those rude, and impolite forms and 
practices which marked the progress of for- 
mer times, and for having all things done in 
the most easy and fascinating and obliging 
style. He will not lacerate the feelings by 
calling up any offenders to be ‘* rebuked be- 
fore all.?? He will not disconcert or confuse 
his parishioners with difficult questions. He 
will have fine music, a fine church, and 
if possible polite and fashionable peo- 
ple. He will live in a fine style at home, 
his daily conversation will savour of the 
same spirit. Now wlat is to be expected 
to be the harvest of such a seed as this ? 
God himself has supplied the answer. Hos. 
iv. 6—10. “ My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. Because thou hast re- 


jected knowledge, I also will reject thee, 


that thou shalt be no priest to me. Seein 

thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I 
will also forget thy children. As they were 
encreased, so they sinned against me ; there~ 
fore will I change their glory into shame. 
They eat up the sin (sin-offering) of my 
people and they set their heart on their in- 
iguity. And there shall be like people like 
priests, and I will punish them for their ways, 
and reward them for their doings. For they 
shall eat and not have enough, they shall 
commit whordem and not increase, because 
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they have left off to take bread to the 
Lord.”” We have here in one short com- 
pass the dismal effects of this worldly policy 
on the people of his charge, on the children 
of his own family and on the man himself. 
Seventh, The “love of pre-eminence” is 
another means by which men work mischief 
in the church. This we may learn very 
plainlyffrom a passage in 3 John, verses 4, 
10. ** I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loveth to have the pre-eminence among 
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if | 
come, I will remember his deeds, w hich he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious 
words and not content therewith ; neither 
doeth he himself receive the brethren, and 
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them 
out of the church.”’ In this passage it is 
not difficult to see the line of conduct which 
such a person will pursue when he meets 
with opposition to his lofty project. , He will 
oppose all authority, as this man did, even 
that of the apostle. He will dissuade from 
doing good, because the first thought of it 
did not proceed from him. He will act ty- 
rannically where his power extends, and un- 
justly keep fellow professors out of their 
privileges, ‘casting them out of the church,’ 

and where power ends, he will betake him- 
self to throwing out “ malicious words.” 
But where opposition fails, and where there 
isa concurring of men of this same spirit, 
the order which Christ instituted among mi- 
nisters and people will be subverted, and 
the order of human pride set up among 
equals, leading by various steps to the loftiest 
pre-eminence. | hat t 
came to claim a superiority of oflice to that 
of a teaching elder, and then each rank 
made to itself a first, a chief or Arch-Bishop 
—Presbyter—Deacon, and in cities, Me- 
tropolitan. Yet this did not satisfy the love 
of pre-eminence, ‘There must be a chief 
over chiefs or archbishops, viz. Patriarchs, 
and yet higher still it will seek to go, and 
claim to be ecumenical or universal bishop 
and finally Christ’s Viear upon earth, hav- 
ing the keys of heaven and hell which is the 
farthest it could go. Yet all the world 


It was thus that the bishop 


knows this was as far from satisfying as 
ever. Nothing less will do than to be wor- 
shipped and adored, in which this love of 
pre-eminence and the prince of hell do 
agree, but then where or what has become 
of Christ’s church? She is a habitation of 
devils!!! 
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[From the Christian Magazine.) 
MEMOIR OF THE REV. ALEXANDER MON- 

CRIEFF OF CULFARGIE, MINISTER OF 

THE GOSPEL AT ABERNETHY. 

The subject of this memoir was a grand- 
son of Mr. Alexander Moncrieff of Scoonie, 
of whom some account ts given in a former 
number of this Magazine. In that worthy 
man, and faithful servant of Christ, there 
Was an eminent instance of the truth of 
God’s word, Prov. xx. 7. ‘* The just man 
walketh in his integrity: his children are 
blessed after him.”? Much he suffered on 
account of his integrity, both by imprison- 
ment and banishment; but he enjoyed the 
Lord’s presence and support, and his child- 
ren were blessed after him. Hehada large 
family of children, who were all restored to 
a respectable and comfortable situation in 
the world, while the families of many of the 


were godly and religious. Ilis grandson, 
in his diary, takes particular notice of this, 
as an instance of the gvodness and grace of 
God to that family ; and he prayed that he 
also might be included in the blessing. His 
prayer was heard. Being named after his 
erandfather, he was endued with a double 
| ortion of his S| init. 

Mr. Alexander Moncrieff, of whom we 
are now to give some account, was born in 
July, 1695. Te was son to Matthew Mon- 
crielf, Esq. of Culfargie, a considerable es- 
tate in the parish of Abernethy, witha good 
mansi m-house, pleasantly situated on the 
banks of Earn. 
Margaret Mitchell. It was his happiness 
that both his parents were eminently reli- 


O1OUS,. 


Iiis mother’s name was 


In early youth, he sustained a great 
loss by the death of his father ; but this was 
ina good degree made up by the affectionate 
care, religious instruction, and godly exam- 
ple of his mother, who lived to see her dar- 
ling son a zealous and acceptable minister 
of Christ lle also received much benefit 
from his uncles, Messrs. Jolin and William 
Moncrieif, of whose care and attention he 
makes a grateful acknowledgment in his 
diary. 

Agreeable to his own inclination, he was 
early designed by his parents for the work 
of the ministry, and was educated with that 
view. After the usual course of learning at 
the grammar-school, he entered on the study 
of philosophy at St. Andrew’s, in which he 
spent toree years, and took out his degrees 
as Master of Aris. He then entered on the 
study of divinity, in which he spent three 
sessions at St. Andrew’s. About that time, 
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the Galatians, “‘I marvel that ye are so 
soon removed from him that called you into 
the grace of Christ, unto anather gospel, 
which is not another, but there be some that 
trouble you and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you 
than than that which we have preached un- 
to you, let him be accursed. Ch. i. 6, 7, 
8. Fowth, They are naturally led to 
put out feelers, first to try in private how 
their sentiments and views will be received 
before they set them before the public espe- 
cially such as have auy cunning or manage- 
ment. ‘The apostle seems to have this very 
thing in his eye when he says to Timothy, 
“‘of this sort are they which creep into 
houses and lead captive silly women, laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts.”? Ch. 
i. 3. 6. And when he says to Titus, 
“‘_-who subvert whole houses teaching 
things which they ought not for filthy lucres 
sake.” Ch. i. 11. Now, that this way of 
privately practicing on the minds of women 
is a very skillful one will not be denied by 
those who remember how successful it was 
with our first mother. And when men with- 
in that have constant opportunity for it are 
disposed to use it for the purpose of turnin 

the minds of the people away from the truth, 
they are so much the more dangerous ene- 
mies. They are like those who mine under, 
not the enemy’s, but their own fort, and lay 
the train and hold the match in their hand 
ready to blow all tu atoms before there can 
be a suspicion of any danger. Fifth, An 
unsanctified ingenuity is another and pow- 
erful means by which men within have 
brought many churches to desolation, The 
apostle terms it ‘* man’s wisdom” and “ the 
wisdom of this world,”? which cometh to 
nought. 1 Corinth. ii. 4. 6. This is it 
which findeth out those “ enticing words” 
by which men grow to have a distaste for 
the simplicity of the gospel and are beguiled 
out of acquaintance with Christ. It mi- 
nisters questions rether than godly edify- 
ing.’ 1 Tim. i. 4. It kindles men into ‘a 
strife about words to no profit, but to the 
subverting of the hearers.” 2 Tim. ii. 14, 
It ** spoils the church of every thing spiri- 
tual and scriptual through its philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world and not after 
Christ.”? Col. ii. 8. And what evil has it 
not done? Before the coming of Christ in 
the flesh it ‘‘ made void the law by its false 
glosses and its tradition.”? And since he 
has appeared, it has, with its new doctrines, 
modes of explanation, distinctions and defi- 





notions, its rites, ceremonies, allegories, 
mysteries and miracles, “ darkened the sun 
and the air and enveloped the christian world 
in the thick darkness of a gloomy supersti- 
tion, under the veil of which the mother of 
harlots practices all her abomination. When 
ingenuity is under the control of faith and 
actuated by love, it may be a blessed means 
of edification to the body of Christ, but 
when it is left to its own management it 
will never cease till it has supplanted Christ 
and every thing scriptural in the church, by 
its own innovations, as any one may see this 
day. Sixth, “The love of this present 
world” is another powerful means for coing 
hurt to the church. And it is the more so 
because it is so congenial to the carnal man. 
Some, for sake of its “filthy lucre” enter 
the ministry and others leave it for the same 
thing. <* Demas hath forsaken me having 
loved this present world.” When a man 
of a worldly spirit has power in the church; 
he will of course strive as much as in him 
lies to put the stamp of bis own mind on 
every thing within his influence, His ser- 
mons will be moulded so as not to offend, 
atleasta worldly audience. His judicial voice 
in church courts will be given in favour of 
the man with the gold rng. He will be 
for doing away from worship and discipline 
all those rude, and impolite forms and 
practices which marked the progress of for- 
mer times, and for having all things done in 
the most easy and fascinating and obliging 
style. He will not lacerate the feelings by 
calling up any offenders to be ‘* rebuked be- 
fore all.”? He will not disconcert or confuse 
his parishioners with difficult questions. He 
will have fine music, a fine church, and 
if possible polite and fashionable peo- 
ple. He will live in a fine style at home, 
his daily conversation will savour of the 
same spirit. Now wlat is to be expected 
to be the harvest of such a seed as this ? 
God himself has supplied the answer. Hos. 
iv. 6—10. “ My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge. Because thou hast re- 


jected knowledge, I also will reject thee, 


that thou shalt be no priest to me. Seein 

thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I 
will also forget thy children. As they were 
encreased, so they sinned against me ; there~ 
fore will I change their glory into shame. 
They eat up the sin (sin-offering) of my 
people and they set their heart on their in- 
iguity. And there shall be like people like 
priests, and I will punish them for their ways, 
and reward them for their doings. For they 
shall eat and not have enough, they shall 
commit whordem and not increase, because 
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they have left off to take bread to the 
Lord.” We have here in one short com- 
pass the dismal effects of this worldly policy 
on the people of his charge, on the children 
of his own family and on the man himself. 
Seventh, The ‘love of pre-eminence” is 
another means by which men work mischief 
in the church. This we may learn very 
plainlyffrom a passage in 3 John, verses 4, 
10. ** | wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loveth to have the pre-eminence among 
them, receiveth us not. Wherefore, if | 
come, I will remember his deeds, w hich he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious 
words and not content therewith ; neither 
doeth he himself receive the brethren, and 
forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them 
out of the church.”? In this passage it is 
not difficult to see the line of conduct which 
such a person will pursue when he meets 
with opposition to his lofty project. 4 He will 
oppose all authority, as this man did, even 
that of the apostle. He will dissuade from 
doing good, because the first thought of it 
did not proceed from him, THe will act ty- 
rannically where his power extends, and un- 
justly keep fellow professors out of their 
privileges, ‘‘casting them out of the church,” 
and where power ends, he will betake him- 
self to throwing out “malicious words.” 
But where opposition fails, and where there 
isa concurring of men of this same spirit, 
the order which Christ instituted among mi- 
nisters and people will be subverted, and 
the order of human pride set up among 
equals, leading by various steps to the loftiest 
pre-eminence. It was thus that the bishop 
came to claim a superiority of office to that 
of a teaching elder, and then each rank 
made to itself a first, a chief or Arch-Bishop 
—Presbyter—Deacon, and in cities, Me- 
tropolitan. Yet this did not satisfy the love 
of pre-eminence, ‘There must be a chief 
over chiefs or archbishops, viz. Patriarchs, 
and yet higher still it will seek to go, and 
claim to be ecumenical or universal bishop 
and finally Christ’s Viear upon earth, hav- 
ing the keys of heaven and hell which is the 
farthest it could go. Yet all the world 
knows this was as far from satisfying as 
ever. Nothing less will do than to be wor- 
shipped and adored, in which this Jove of 
pre-eminence and the prince of hell do 
agree, but then where or what has become 
of Christ’s church? She is a habitation of 
devils!!! 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. ALEXANDER MON- 

CRIEFF OF CULFARGIE, MINISTER OF 

THE GOSPEL AT ABERNETHY. 

The subject of this memoir was a grand- 
son of Mr. Alexander Moncrieff of Scoonie, 
of whom some account 1s given in a former 
number of this Magazine. In that worthy 
man, and faithful servant of Christ, there 
was an eminent instance of the truth of 
God’s word, Prov. xx. 7. ‘* The just man 
walketh in his integrity: his children are 
blessed after him.?? Much he suffered on 
account of his integrity, both by imprison- 
ment and banishment; but he enjoyed the 
Lord’s presence and support, and his child- 
ren were blessed after him. He hada large 
family of children, who were all restored to 
a respectable and comfortable situation in 
the world, while the families of many of the 
persecutors sank into poverty and disgrace ; 
but, what was of far more importance, they 
were godly and religious. Ilis grandson, 
in his diary, takes particular notice of this, 
as an instance of the evodness and grace of 
God to that family ; and he prayed that he 
also might be included in the blessing. His 
prayer was heard. Being named after his 
erandfather, he was endued with a double 
portion of his spirit. 

Mr. Alexander Moncrieff, of whom we 
are now to give some account, was born in 
July, 1695. He was son to Matthew Mon- 
crielf, Esq. of Culfargie, a considerable es- 
tate In the parish of Abernethy, witha gooc 
mansion-house, pleasantly situated on the 
banks of Earn. His mother’s name was 
Margaret Mitchell. It was his happiness 
that both his parents were eminently reli- 
cious. In early youth, he sustained a creat 
loss by the death of his father ; but this was 
in a good degree made up by the affectionate 
care, religious instruction, and godly exam- 
ple of his mother, who lived to see her dar- 
ling son a zealous and acceptable minister 
of Christ He also received much benefit 
from his uncles, Messrs. John and William 
Moncrieff, of whose care and attention he 
makes a grateful acknowledgment in his 
diary. : 

Agreeable to his own inclination, he was 
early designed by his parents for the work 
of the ministry, and was educated with that 
view. After the usual course of learning at 
the grammar-school, he entered on the study 
of philosophy at St. Andrew’s, in which he 
spent three years, and took out his degrees 
as Master of Aris. He then entered on the 
study of divinity, in which he spent three 
sessions at St. Andrew’s. About that time. 

16 
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several students of divinity went from Scot- 
land to prosecute their studies under John a 
Mark, a famous professor of divinity in the 
university of Leyden, in Holland, among 
whom we find the names of Mr. Jobn 
M‘Laurin, Messrs. Iullarton, Bruce, Ain- 
slie, and others. Mr. Moncrieff also went 
over to Leyden in Sept. 1716, and _prose- 
cuted his studies with great assiduity, and 
with such a close application, that it was a 
wonder that his health was not utterly bro- 
ken. Besides attending sometimes four, and 
sometimes five classes every day, he ordi- 
narily spent seven or eight hours in reading 
and study. 

Mr. Moncrieff was prepared for the work 
of the ministry, not only by a liberal educa- 
tion and diligent course of study, but by a 
deep experience of religion in his own soul. 
By the example of all his godly relations, and 
the influence of education, he had, in early 
youth, a reverence and respect for religion ; 
and he observes in his diary, that he had a de- 
sire to be religious and holy, but not quite so 
much as he heard his grandfather had been. 
But he was not left to such an accommodating 
kind of religion as would allow of a reserve 
in favour of sin. In May 1712, in his 
seventeenth year, he was brought under a 
deep concern about the state of his soul, 
He got such a thorough conviction of his 
sin and guilt, that he was in great distress, 
and made to cry befure God, ** What must 
I do to be saved?” After the college rose, 
he came and staid some time with his uncle, 
Mr. William Moucrieti, minister at Largo, 
from whose public ministry, and family-ex- 
ercises, he received much benefit. Still his 
trouble remained, and he had recourse to 
God in prayer; an exercise in which he 
abounded all his life afterwards. For the 
sake of more privacy, he often retired to 
the church and church-yard, and there pour- 
ed out his soul unto God, in confessing his 
sin, and crying for mercy: ‘The Lord was 
pleased gradually to loose his bonds, and to 
give him such discoveries of mercy as pro- 
duced a kindly sorrow for sin. Thus he 
expresses the exprience he then had. ‘'In 
June, at the communion at Largo, I got 
more of a broken heart on the Sabbath day, 
than ever | found before ; not in a terrible, 
but in a sweet and pleasant manner, by 
many degrees more than ever | had former- 
ly experienced : A day I ought never to for- 
get. I hope my sorrow was genuine and 
evangelical.” The Lord was pleased to 
give him further enlargement, and such ex- 
perience of peace and comfort, particularly 
at some communions he attended in that 
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and the succeeding year, that, even some 
years after, he expresses, in terms of ra 
ture, the sweet recollection he had of the 
Lord’s goodness to him on these occasions. 
“QO what I felt at the second sacrament I 
participated of at the Rhynd! I hope I got 
a real manifestation, and an earnest of 
heaven. What I got at the first and second 
time I communicated at Largo! What 
thirst for God and love to Christ! O sweet 
church, sweet church-yard of Largo! where 
I have wrestled, and seen something of 
God, great, glorious, and soul-engaging. O 
sweet balk at Forgan! O it is good to be 
about God’s hand! Many a temptation I 
had, many a struggle with corruption, many 
a time was I foiled; but thanks to God 
who giveth the victory.” 

Under these comfortable experiences, 
like other young converts, whose affections 
are warm, and their frame lively, he might 
be ready to say, “ My mountain stands 
strong, I shall never be moved ;” but he 
soon came to have experience of a different 
kind, which made him look back to the for- 
mer with regret, and to cry with Job, “O 
that I were as in months past!” About 
the time of his going to Leyden, and for a 
considerable time after, he had many a sad 
struggle with the remainders of sin, which 
he found working powerfully in his heart ; 
so that he was often sadly perplexed with 
distressing fears that he was yet a stranger 
ts religion. But though he had great and 
distressing trouble about this matter, it was 
over-ruled, and blessed of God, for much 
benefit and advantage to him. He got such 
discoveries of the power, malignity, and de. 
ceitfulness of sin, as greatly enhanced in his 
view the wonderful love and grace of God 
to sinners. Often did he express his won- 
der that the free love and grace of God 
should be displayed to sinners, whose hearts, 
as he was convinced from his own experi- 
ence, were so filled with enmity against 
God. He was convinced that nothing but 
omnipotent power could subdue the corrup- 
tion of the heart. He was also hereby 
taught the necessity of having his sole de- 
pendence for acceptance with God upon the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ ; for he found 
his best frames and comfortable attainments, 
often pass away as the morning cloud and 
early dew ; and he considered this to be one 
reason why the Lord permitted corruption 
so to prevail with him, and why he was of- 
ten left in such a dark and dead case, that he 
might be taught more and more the necessity 
of living on Christ by faith, both for righteous- 
ness and strength.—‘‘It is well worth 
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while to notice the wisdom of the divine 
conduct in dealing with some souls. The 
soul at first conversion has yet a great touch 
of the law, and a propensity to be saved by 
the old covenant ; and the Lord leaves to 
formal, sleepy, successless prayers, to con- 
vince (as I hope he has done to me) of the 
uselessness of all performances in order to 
justification before God.”—* Lord, teach 
me to fight in the name of the Captain of 
salvation. Possibly it is to learn me this, 
that I am so often foiled by the enemy, and 
fight with so little success. 1 hope I have 
been ere now, in some measure, convinced 
of the helplessness of all my duties; but, 
Oh! that I may flee to Christ for all.”’— 
«‘] remember | did think it a strange-like 
doctrine to be saved by the righteousness of 
another, and to have all for nothing. Now 
] think it strange, that I do not experimen- 
tally understand what it is to live by the 
strength of another. Without this, sin will 
never be mortified.” 

These things were not with him matters 
of abstract speculation. He was earnest 
about an experimental acquaintance with the 
doctrine of free grace, both in relation to 
justification and sanctification. He was sen- 
sible of the great evil and danger of legality ; 
aware of the deceitful and disguised manner 
in which it frequently operates ; ani he was 
sensible of the operation of it in his own 
heart. Concerning this, he makes such ac- 
knowledgments, and uses such expressions, 
as the following: “ Iam something hanging 
between the law and the gospel. 1 cannot 
get fairly off from the old covenant, nor 
fairly into the city of refuge. I see that 
works will not do; but I cannot well un- 
derstand the mystery of grace ; how Christ 
can do, and will do, and none else can.”— 
“Though I have heard much of the danger 
of building on a wrong foundation, I have 
been seeking terms and conditions to bring 
with me, and putting my duties in Christ’s 
room.” So sensible was he of the evil and 
danger of a legal spirit, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the pain he had felt from an awaken- 
ed conscience, he was earnest to have such 
a thorough conviction as might be subservi- 
ent to mortify this attachment to the law of 
works. ‘* God has been pleased sometimes 
to awaken me, as he has done now; but a 
little time,—a plaster made up of law and 
grace, of self-righteousness, of some good 
frame,—has given ease. But, Lord, now I 
beg, for Christ’s sake, wound, wound, 
wound, till no plaster but that of Chirist’s 
blood give any ease.’ 

He was very diligent in the duties of re- 
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ligion, and watchful in every part of his 
conduct, being afraid of every appearance 
of evil, and careful in every thing he went 
about to know what was his duty. But 
Satan took advantage of this tenderness of 
his conscience to perplex him with needless 
scruples about matters lawful or indifferent. 
**] am tormented with things that are of no 
moment, thinking that this word writing, or 
these words spoken, are sins. This isa sad 
trouble to me. Lord, help me, and if it be 
thy will, deliver me from it. Whether it 
be that I have a devil thus daily molesting 
me, or if it be something in my constitution, 
I am not perfectly sure.”—* If the devil 
have such power in trifles, as to make a 
reasonable man doubt contrary to all com- 
mon sense, what power must he have, when 
permitted, to make men doubt of the great 
truths of religion ?”—* Lord, pity me, and 
make me to place religion where it truly is, 
and not in any thing else ; and if it be thy 
will, remove this trouble.”? The disturb- 
ance given to his conscience was not the 
only trouble he suffered by these groundless 
scruples 3 they were the occasion of distress- 
ing temptations, and suggestions that all re- 
ligion was nothing else than the fancies of a 
melancholy mind. He was shocked with 
these thoughts passing in his mind, but they 
got no hold of it. He had, as he expresses 
it, ‘experience of these two truths, that of 
man’s sin and misery ; and the other, of the 
matchless and suitable nature of the reme- 
dy ;”? and was therefore persuaded, that the 
soul’s exercise about them, in a conformity 
to the word of God, could be no delusion, 
“It is a hellish temptation, that religion is 
afancy. Is it a fancy to love Jesus, to 
mourn over sin, to fight with corruption, to 
storm heaven, taking it by force? No, no; 
it is hellish darkness in spiritual things that 
ives occasion to such a profane dream.” 

While Mr. Moncrieff was thus exercised 
about the state of his soul, the great work 
of the ministry, with a view to which he 
was engaged in the study of divinity, was 
much upon his heart. He had a high esti- 
mation of the honour and dignity of the mi- 
nisterial office, and a great desire of being 
useful to souls, and promoting the glory of 
God in that way ; at the same time he was 
sensible of the importance of the work of 
the ministry, and of the great difficulty of 
it; and was therefore earnest to have God’s 
call made clear to him, and to have God’s 
presence and assistance in the work when 
called to it. How his mind was affected 
about this matter, will best appear from his 
own expressions in his diary, when he jotted 
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down his thoughts as they were at the time, 
some of which are as follows ** I design to 
apply myself as closely as p: a le to read- 
ing and study fi 3, in order to be 
a minister, if the ’ rd will. | desire to 


some yeal 


the Lord the offer of my service, though I 
P eo 
have nothi ry DUE SiN and W A \ 
shall, thi » Christ and grace, accept { 
1¢ ‘ y oie ' » mil f ¢ ( hrict 1 +1 p 
me, anu Gly tr iu } orist in tbe 
first place, lall nee ry ts; making 
me a fi | of 1) B ot 
the chi the sf € me 
as an instrument for ! in others; I 
think I \ ill 1 i 1 to | ec him 
throuch all ete “—*T hope Ge d is 


putting on my cloaths, and fitting me out 
for going in the quality of his 
which is far sweeter to me tl 
to encircle my head with an earthly crown, 
~ ° ,7 ? val ' 
unless, by so doing, I could do as much ! 


his glory. 


ambassador, 
an if he were 


I hope I have got some sw af 





lessons from Christ. O! his eis 
sweet. I would cry to God for more lov: 
to Christ, and to have him enthroned in th 
heart.”°—* If thou call me to the sweet mi- 


nistry of thy dear Son, Lord, direct and 
manage wisely ly as to the time, 
that it may not be sooner or later than is for 
thy glory. Keep froma sinful ha id or aim 
Let me have thy glory always in my eye 
and give me thy presence—O God, do it, or 
] cry that thou a me not up hence.”’”— 
«¢ Do not 1} lone, ) Lord, if thou will cive 
me thy own *, and 
the happiness of commending Christ to 
others? Oh! commend him effectually to 
my own soul.”?) When about to enter on 
trials for a license, he observe [ 
very weighty to he a minister. | 
can, through divine aid, venture my own 
soul; since hath made it, I should 
serve him with it; and I may ’ 
punis shed if I refuse, when called to be a 
minister, because of its diilicutly or 
But shal} 

God in mercy do not prevent it, | may be 
instrumental in camming, instead of 


and kind 


matter 
} 
God 
) 

I risk other people 


Saving 


them. If I be a minister, J should have 
skill of my business, as every man of his 
trade. I should th roughly know the dis sease 


‘f I know 


meddle aot 


of sin, and the remedy, Christ: 
not my bus | rat vot 
it.”” 


iness, 
He was also at this time under much con- 
cern about the erroneous 7 princi} les that be- 
gan to be propagated in the church of Scot- 
land. Whille he t Leyden, the pro- 
secution was goir g¢ on against Pr aa 
Simpson, at the instance of Mr. James Web- 
ster, one of the ministers of Edinburgh. A 
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complaint had been made to the Assembly 
about two years before, that various errone- 
ous principles had been vented by him, 
whereby the stuflents under his charge were 


in daneer of being greatly hurt ; but the 
Assembly declined to take up the cause, 
Mr. Webster, therefore, found himself obli- 
eed, for the sake of truth, to submit to the 


the prosecution, and gave in a li- 
bel to the Pres! bytery of Glasgow. The 
e toa decision by the. Assembly 
ann. 1717. or Moncrietf, then at Ley- 
den, knew the time of the meeting, and that 
this cause was ae be in hand; and he set 
apart sor for prayer to God for di- 
rection to the Assembly, particularly in that 
And, indeed, all the time he was 
there it was little out of his mind. He con- 
sulted about it with the Professors Mart: 
and Waelig, and had their advice about a 
a hlet which he then wrote against Mr. 

Simpson’s errors. Thus early did he disco- 
ver that zeal for the truth, which continued 
all his life to be a distinguishing part of his 
character. 


We are 


cause can 


ne time 


business, 


now to view Culfargie in a more 
Having continued about 
he returned to Scotland 
Some time after, probably 
in the beginning of next year, he was en- 
entered on trials, and licensed to preach by 
the Presbytery of Perth ; but the particular 
date of his licence is ai come to hand. 
of Abernethy having become 
vacant by the death of Mr. Dunning, an 
apy lication wes made to the presbytery for 
the moderation of a call with a view to Mr. 
Moncrieif. The power of the patrons to 
vacant bene fice 8 had been Te- 
ed by act of Parliament, some years be- 
fore : but tat th { time it was rarely exercised 
in prejt the penple’s a of elec- 
The t moderation took place in April, 
1720, i presence of three members of 
pre: sbytery. The call was very harmonious, 
and the i tes bear, that sixty-one 
heritors asa thirteen elders voted for Mr. 
Monerie The ordination followed in Se p> 
= Mr. Moncrietf of Methven, a dis- 
ant relation of Culfargie, preached and pre- 
sit ide don the occasion. In the charge, it is 
he used such freedom in warning Cul- 
fargie of the dangers th: at might arise from 
his station in the world, and in cautioning 
him against making any account of such a 
distinction, that some of his relations took it 
But when Culfargie heard of their 
taking offence on that head. he expressed 
his aoe at their doing so, and declar- 
ed, that he heard nothing but what wae 


aracter. 

S| 
a vear w Levden, 
in Aueust 1717 


nhlie 
NI) 
paune ci 





present to 


session- inu 


said, 


amiss. 








wc A ats hd eel 





ee eT 





249 


highly necessary and proper. He himself 
was 80 disposed to prefer the concerns of 
his ministry to every thing else, that he 
could not think any warning on that head 


too much, 

Mr. Moncrieff’s entrance into the minis- 
try was in t ti of t} e ¢ ¢ v 3 } ; 
what is Ver ¢ } , ' ding ne 
The G ,in May belore | 
ol ! ; f or ,? 
? ¢ 1 Fh “ay a ad 


sit ; 5 bul ih ¢ I . 
‘ 1 4 
} sé ‘ j m 
Who ¢ } ] A bls % Ci As i - 
rious to the coct! M free grace, prey 
1. rep! ition, oO ionstrance acainst if, 
. + 4] 1] 
which thev a i tO ie next As em £ 
me Mir BR : i. ae 
ann. 1721. Mir. Boston, in his Memoirs, 
: a esas 
tells, that at th time of the Assemblv’s 
1 ° 1 bs 
meeting Sota giving in the remonstrance, 
‘ } a 17 ' 
the brethren, usually called the Marrow- 
. > . . 
men, had . a at Edinburgh, which 


veral ministers who were 
aa he complait is of the 


was attended by , 


not subscri iber 


trouble and embarrassment thev received 
from them, by urging some pri p isals about 
the method of procedure, ‘* besides picking 


quarrels with the Representation ;”° and he 
m nentlor 1s Mr. Warden, and Mr. Moncrieff 
Culfargie, as particularly active in this 
ple Krom this, however, we are not 
to eonclude that they were enemies to the 
Marrow-doctrine ; nor does Mr. Boston in- 
sinuate any such thing. On the contrary, 
says that Mr. W wd n was a noted 

pr acher of the doctrine of free grace. Cul- 
fargie’s attachment to the same doctrine 
may appear from what is already observed ; 
and if he had not been friendly to the cause 
they were engaged in he would not have 
attended the meeting of the Marrow-men. 
Te come to them in a pretence of friend- 
ship, while designing to embroil and 
embe urrass them, was so contrary to his 
known character for open integrity, that 
he was in no-danger of faliing under 
any imputation of that kind. From the best 
motives, he might concur in urging propo- 
s about the method of proce dure, which 
others of more experience, and better ac- 
quainted with the state of the Assembly, 
might judge to be very inexpedient. His 
finding fault with some things in the Repre- 
sentation, or wishing to have it corrected, 
(and some alterations were made in conse- 
quence of what was said by him and others), 
was also consistent with friendship to the 
cause. It is well known that the manner 
of expression used in the Marrow was, in 


PROTESTANT RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


250 


several instances, a matter of scruple to some 
who were real friends to the doctrine 3 and 
there might have been also some expres- 


sions in the Representation that he wished 
os uN . , reg, from ~ lear of giving a 
e to t Dy of the Marrow-doe- 
trine. At any rate, if he was then a little 
the active part he tock in the Act 
concerning the doctrine of erace, emitted, 
| tt nty \ alter tt by the Asso- 
ciate | bytery, shewed what proficiency 


Mi nerieff had formerly manifest- 

} ‘ : } } 
ed great concern of 1 i about the errors 
vented by Prof : Simpson, he found af- 


terwards still more cau e of concern from 
that quarter. The A embly, ann. 1717, 
had passed the matter very slightly, prohi- 
biting him from teaching the opinions li- 
belled. In 726, anew process commenced 
against him for denying the Supreme Diety 
and necessary existence of our Lord Jesus 
hrist. ‘This process was terminated, ann. 
1729, by his bemg suspended from teaching 
and preaching, without any farther censure. 
Mr. Moncrieff was very anxious about this 
Though he 
was not a member, he could not satisfy him- 
self in remaining silent; but having asked 
liberty to s| eak, he declared his dissatisfac- 
tion that the Assembly did not proceed to a 
_— censure against one who had been 
found guilty of impugning su ms a fundamen- 
tal article of the gospel And in op position 
to that daneerous error, he published a 
learned treatise, proving and vindicating the 
doctrine of the Supreme Deity of Christ. 
(To be Continued.) 


cause, and attended the issue. 
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] think it my duty t to announce an event 
which may produce the most serious conse- 
quences to the Reformed Churches of France; 
l refer to the dismissal from office of Mr. 
Apotrpnus Monon, by a decree of the Mi- 
nister of Religion. That you may under- 
stand the details into which I am about to 
enter, I must first give some account of the 
legal organization of the Protestant Church- 
es inthis county. 


Before the revccation of the edict of 


Nantes, French Protestants had gene- 
ral and particular Synods, which were ap- 
pealed to, to decide upon all questio ns of 
doctrine, al measures of disci ipline in re- 
gard to Pi astors. These Synods were abol- 
ished when L ouis XLV. deprived our church 
es of their freedom of worship. There are 
still, it is true, in the south of France, some 
























































251 PROTESTANT RELIGION IN FRANCE. 


associations of pastors, but these associations 
had no legal character, and could exercise on- 
ly a very limited authority. During the re- 
volution, all was disorganized ; the Protest- 
ants did not dare even to assemble for reli- 
gious worship. At last, when Bonaparte 
had re-established the Catholic Church by 
his Concordat with the Holy See, he also 
turned his attention to the Reformed Church, 
and on the 18th Germinal, year X. caused 
to be published the Articles of the Organ- 
ization of the Protestant Worship. In 
this new organization Bonaparte did not re- 
establish the ancient Synods, for he feared 
any independent power which might oppose 
his despotism. He permitted nothing to ex- 
ist but the consistories, which were feeble 
and isolated bodies, having but little influ- 
ence, and consequently incapable of resist- 
ing the arbitrary orders of imperial power. 
The duties of the consistories were to main- 
tain discipline, administer the property of 
the church, and dispense alms. The mem- 
bers of the consistories were chosen from 
those who made the largest contributions. 
The government reserved to itself the right 
of deciding upon all dissentions and com- 
plaints which might arise between the pas- 
tors and the consistories. 

Such is the present organization of the 
Reformed Church ; and the evils which must 
necessarily arise from such a state of things 
can easily be imagined. ‘The ancient Sy- 
nods being abolished, there remains no lon- 
ger any competent authority in the Re- 
formed Church of France to pronounce upon 
questions of doctrine ; this power belongs, 
by a monstrons usurpation, to the political 
authorities. Counsellors of staie are made 
to pronounce judgment on points of reli- 
gious doctrine! The members of consis- 
tories are composed of those who pay the 
most taxes, that is to say, the richest, and 
these are not always the most pious. Our 
churches are mostly governed by persons 
without religion, without faith, and having 
no other title than their money to the place 
they occupy. Still the consistories claim 
to decide in matters of doctrine, in the ab- 
sence of Synods, and it is hardly necessary 
to add, that in their decisions, they com- 
monly pronounce against orthodoxy, which 
they call a rigid, barbarous, superanuated 
system, little adapted to the ideas of the 

resent age. 

With these explanations, I come to the 
particular event which has furnished the sub- 
ject of this letter. 

Mr. Apvo.piius Monon was called about 
five years since to serve the Reformed 
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church of Lyons, one of the most important 
places in France. He had made great at- 
tainments in learning at the academy of Ge- 
neva, and there enjoyed a high reputation, 
which he has since justified and increased. 
Mr. Monod is certainly a superior man, 
both on account of his theological knowledge, 
and the talent which he displays in preach- 
ing. Men of all religious opinions do jus- 
tice to the superiority of his genius, and 
agree in saying, that he is one of the first 
among the French preachers. For myself, 
I believe him to be indisputably the first of 
all, and there are many who partake of my 
opinion on this point. No orator equals 
Mr. Monod for force of reasoning, for pro- 
found views and clearness of style: he 
stands above all others in this important part 
of the evangelical ministry. 

But it was found that Mr. Monod, when 
he left Geneva, adhered faithfully to the 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel. He 
discoursed before his flock at Lyons with 
the lofty genius and the energy which char- 
acterized- him: and at the same time he 
preached Christ crucified, without fear of 
men, and without wishing to accommodate 
himself, like many others, to the opinions 
ofthe age. He denounced with all the force 
of his eloquence, infidels, scoffers, pharisa- 
ists, socinians, latitudinarians. He showed 
himself to be, in a word, an evangelical, 
orthodox preacher, or, as it is termed in 
France, a methodist preacher. Hence the 
many accusations and complaints brought 
against him by worldly men, especially the 
members of the consistory. And the ery 
was so much the louder as the voice of the 
preacher was more powerful. Had he pos- 
sessed less talent, they would have suffered 
him to preach without hindrance; they 
would have turned his discourse into ridicule, 
and this small revenge would have satisfied 
them. But with Mr. Monod they could not 
act thus ; he was too eminent a preacher to 
be put down by ridicule, and this irritated 
them. It was not their raillery but their 
anger which he excited, and the consistory 
strove to remove the man, whom they could 
not successfully assail with any of their 
weapons. They formed intrigues and plots 
among the members of his flock to induce 
Mr. Monod to ask a dismission ; but this 
worthy servant of Christ stood firm at the 
post where God had placed him ; and the 
efforts of his enemies did not lessen his zeal 
ard fidelity in preaching the gospel. 

Things remained in this state for several 
years. The consistory, and the infidels of 
his flock, did all they could to vex and dis- 
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gust the Pastor, and induce him to leave ; 
while Mr. Monod, on his part, continued to 
proclaim free salvation by Jesus, redoubling 
his efforts for the conversion of souls, em- 
ploying the two-edged sword of the word to 
smite sinners, and acting in the fear of God 
without regard to the fear of the world. At 
last a circumstance, in itself unimportant, 
brought on a crisis, which ended in the re- 
moval of Mr. Monod from oftice. 

In the Reformed Church of Lyons, as in 
most of the churches in France, there are 
many members of the church, who commune 
as a matter of form or habit, and not from 
true faith. These persons partake of the 
Lord’s Supper with as little preparation and 
reflection as they would attend on any 
worldly ceremony. Mr. Monod felt it due 
to his conscience to warn such of their error. 

On the 20th of March, 1831, a week be- 
fore Easter, he preached from the text 1 
Cor. xi. 24, 25. He showed with great 
force to his hearers that i¢ was necessary 
TO HAVE FAITH BEFORE COMING TO THE 
HOLY TABLE, and not To COME TOIT TO 
oBTAIN FAITH. “ The holy supper,” he 
says in his sermon, which has been printed, 
“jis not a means of salvation, but it is for 
those who have been saved, a commemora- 
tion of salvation already obtained. You per- 
ceive from this, who they are that ought to 
commune. ‘They are those who believe, 
those who have obtained the remission of 
their sins, those who have eternal life, those 
who are born again ; to them alone does the 
communion belong ; for them alone is the 
table set. And yet there are men who, 
merely because they have been baptized 
and attend religious worship, pretend to 
have aright to the communion! As if to 
be a member of the church was but to bear 
the name only of Christ ! as if regeneration 
came by the water of baptism, and not by 
the Holy Spirit ! as if a human voice, as if 
a house, as if the walls, the pillars, the 
benches of a church could convert sinners ! 
Alas! what strange disorder! what  profa- 
nation of the body and blood of Christ !” 
Mr. Monod afterwards brings to view the 
severity with which the primative church 
refused the holy supper to infidels and im- 
penitent sinners. He then cited several ar- 
ticles of the ancient discipline of the reform- 
ed churches of France, which suspend from 
the communion not only murderers, thieves, 
and adulterers, but also profane swearers, 
gamblers, those who frequent theatres, those 
who do not observe the Sabbath, &c. 

This sermon raised a terrible storm against 
Mr. Monod. The consistory assembled and 
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censured the pastor on two grounds; first, 
because he had spoken with approbation in his 
discourse of the ancient times, when suspen - 
sion from the supper and excommunication 
were allowed ; secondly, because he had said 
that Satan had insinuated himslf even into the 
seat of Jesus Christ, thus reflecting upon 
the second Pastor of Lyons, who is an avow- 
ed Socinian. Mr. Monod replied that he 
was supported, first by THE Bipie, upon 
which his whole discourse, was founded ; and 
secondly ; by the confession of faith and an- 
cient ecclesiastical discipline of the reformed 
churches of France. But.the consistory, 
composed mostly of infidels, would not ac- 
cept a justification which rested on so solid 
grounds, and arrogated to itself the right of 
suspending Mr. Monod from the office of 
Pastor. ‘The matter was referrd to the Coun- 
cil of State at Paris. The members of this 
Council found themslves in a difficult posi- 
tion, for they easily perceived that it did not 
belong to them to decide such a question, and 
that the law which conferred on them this 
power was absurd. How indeed could men 
occupied wholly with politics, decide a ques- 
tion of religious doctrine and ecclesiastical 
discipline ? It would have been as redicu- 
lous as to call upon a professor of theology 
to decide respecting the military operations 
of the general of an army. A decision how- 
ever was necessary, and some of the Coun- 
cillors of State, to relieve themselves from 
the embarrassment, proposed to M. Monod 
to withdraw voluntarily. But this faithful 
minister of Christ replied that he should 
wait till he was deposed, that he did not 
wish to quit the established church before 
he was driven away, and until it was well 
ascertained that the preaching of the gospel 
was no longer tolerated in the reformed 
churches of our country. The Council of 
State, perceiving that they could not over- 
come the firmness of M. Monod, postponed 
the further consideration of the matter. 
They waited a whole year before giving a 
decision. At last, convinced that a longer 
delay was impossible, they simply resolved 
on M. Monod’s pismisston from office, 
without assigning any reason but the good 
pleasure of the government: a new proof 
that the Council of State regarded them- 
selves as incapable of deciding in such a 
matter, because they did not dare to indi- 
cate the reasons of their decision. 

Mr. Monod was obliged to obey, and 
has withdrawn from the church of Lyons, 
but not from all his flock. Unwilling to 
abandon those among the members of this 
church who partake of his religious faith, he 
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has opened a separate place of worship at 
Lyons, and fennel a dissenting church. I 
have learned from an authentic source, that 


the number of his hearers is considerable, 
and that the efforts of this pi ser f 
Christ are blessed to m ny: 's i ns 
is a city dear to the hearts of Christ’ans. It 
is thére that one of the i! t ; of the 
Gauls was founded under the bishop /renwus, 
the disciple of Poly irp. It there also 
that in te middle age, Peter Waldo raised 
the standard of reformation, and became the 
founder of that interesting sect which exists 
still under the name of the Waldenses of 
Piedmont. 
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Last year, the Syned of th 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Refoimed Duteh 
i Associate 
r has lately 
TIAN 


Church addressed a Letter to the Unite 
Synod of Scotland, to which an at 

been returned, and is published in the Curis 
INTELLIGENCER. In the fo 
Scotch Synod assign the reason why tl 


owing extract the 
ey did not 
term of Christian 


make their TesTiMONY a com- 


munion. It appears to have been the produ 
profound metaphysicians, who made it, “im cases 
nota Sew, too melaphysical and profound for com- 
mon minds to grasp very distinct/y.—Consequently, 
common minds “ could not be supposed to give ita 
conscientious approbation.” 

You areso candid, dear Brethren, as be- 
sides referring to the authorized standard of 
your faith and administration, to furnish us 
with a succinct view of your doctrines, of 
the form of your worship, of the character of 
your Church Government, of the order of 
your ecclesiastical polity, and of 
of your venerable church. 
you are 


) 
] the history 
Havine dor : 
raVINeE Gone so 


similiar explanation 


entitled to a 
from us inreturn. But as this communica- 
tion is already too long, we cannot extend 
it much more, sullice it to say, that we adopt 
the standard of the ¢ Scotland, 
especially the Westminster Confession of 
Faith only with this reserve or explanation, 
that no one among us is called upon to ap- 
prove compulsory persecuting, or intolerant 
principles in religion, should he think that 
these are involved in the 23d ch ipter of that 
confession, or elsewhere—T hy *“ te hold as 
you do the Presbyterian form of Chure! 

Government, that our mode of worship, 
and order, and discipline, are those which 
were observed by our 
her purest times ;—and t 
Deacons are elected | 
but for life, 


" 1 e 
nureh of 


national chureh, in 
hat our Fld 
't for a limited 
“ad vitam 


ers and 
perl ) l, 


| ” , 
ut culpam. But, 


we judge, it may be more satisfact ry to 
you to receive the authorized documents of 
our Church, which have been framed since 
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the Union; and with which you may not 


as yet be acquainted. W e shall therefore 
transmit them along with this letter. Let us 


only add in explanation, that the summary 
is intended for the instruction and trial of 
ca lates for pission int 9 communion, 
not weve; t pers le t} » study of books 
of a higher class, where this may be expect- 
ed, or can be attained: that the Pastoral 
Address was prepared and promulgated, 


immediately after the Union, to promote the 
spiritual interest of the conjunct church; 
and that the Testimony, consisting of two 


parts—historical, and doctrinal, was design- 
ed to exhibit, in a concise form, the origin 
and progress of the Secession, as well as to 
illustrate the doctrines we hold, and to guard 
our people against the errors, and evils we 
would have them avoid, without, however 
requiring (what few could be supposed con- 
scientiously to give) a specific approbation 


of all the views it contains, so multifarious, 


and, in cases not a few too metaphysical, 
and profound, for common minds to grasp 


very distinctly. We perceive, and we know, 
beloved Brethren, that in some instances we 
differ from you, in certain subordinate modes 
of worship, as well, as in the duration of 
some offices, but what are these to the many 
things, in which we are a 

——— 

The Punctual Hearer. 

A woman who always used to attend pub- 
lic worship with great punctuality, and took 
care to be always in time, was asked how it 
was she could alway: s come so early ; she an- 
swered, very wisely, ‘* That it was part of 


her religion not to pee the religion of 
”? 


creed - 
precu: 


The Late Hearer. 

A minister, whom I well knew, observing 
that some of his people made a practice of com- 
ing in very late, and after a considerable part 
of the sermon was gone through, was deter- 
mind that they should feel the foree of a pub- 
lic re proof. On e day, the refore, as thev en- 
tered the place of worship at their usual late 
period, the minister, addressing his congre- 
tion, said * But my hearers, it is time for us 
now to conclude, for here are our friends just 
come to fetch us hen: ” We may € asily con- 


jecture what the parties felt at this curious but 


pointed address. 


— 
A HINT TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

It is desived, that Our correspondents would 

suard against the use of “ short hand,” in their 


communications for the Monitor, as this subjects 
us to the necessity. either, of transcribing, or, of 


paying an extra price to our Compositors 
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tions, Subscriptions for the work, and remittances of 

accor be ddressed either to the subscriber, or to the 
Rev. James Manin. 

Persons visiting the City, and wishing to pay their subscriptions, 

can, in the absence of the subscriber, pay them to Mr. Axprew 

Waite, at the Se dMntir naa git pri Ree ; aul bomed to 


, n ai 
receive money Bos 













> It is proper for u : 










of the subscribers to the lonit odin in remitting payment for th ibs 
From the experience ( ith the perio 
sitate not to meh ete, - here ta seat. | newspaper, nor ap 
in the United States,the great bod body of whose subscribers pay more pr y than 
thoxe of the Monitor 3 but won eel circulation is limited, "and owing to a 
variety of causes, i remains unpaid, and we have been under the necessity 


of striking a number of names, from whom we have recived nothing in a series 
of years, from our subscription list. ‘This will explain to some the reason why 
the Monitor no Jonger‘comes to them. It is with reluctance we adupt this 
measure ; but no Other means seems to prexent itself, without serious objections. 

[t will be seen, by a reference to the minutes of Synod, that its next annual 
meeting will not take place till | October, 1833; it is, therefore, hoped that those 
who owe for the 8th, or any previous volume of the Monitor, will remit the 
amount of their dues by mail. 

Every succeeding year demonstrates the utility, and we ma vy. add necessity, of 
such a work as the Monitor, in the Associate harch 3 and this is so generally 
believed and acknowledged by our people, as_to supersede the necessity of dwel- 
ling upon it. We therefore submit to each subscriber, whether he car better 
serve the cause of truth, than by procuring one-additional subscriber: surely each 
one has some friend with whor he has sufficient influence to induce bin, to take 
the work. 

Of the character and austen of this work, it is unriecessary to speak. It has 
been eight years before the Christian public ; with them we leave it, with earnest 
solicitations to the Great Head of the church, that he may be pleased to preserve it 


trom becoming a vehicle of error, and bless it as an_ instrument of good to his 
cause and people. - 


Ausany, JUNE, 1832. 
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hg All ministers and preachers of the Associate Church. 
In addition to the ministers and itinerating preachers of the Associate church, who are authorized 


to receive subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the Rilowing persons are authorized to act ws 
agents: 


i ve = Stevenson, Jun., Cambridge, Washington 
0. 


Joseph Y i’Clelland, ages So City. 
George M’Queen, E 


A. Bachop, Argyle atingon 
ve. ae erie Pa. eg? , 





odiiinin is ial i Missouri, ie { : 
aionaries, who will also receive and forward the a equa ye paymen tthe Syd Mi 


Agger ther mey soos money tw tori, da ou expense wher more han 9 en- 


be A <—e of extra eopies of the 9th volume are being printed under the expectation that they will 
called for. 
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